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We welcome you to this conversation with three award winning authors and teachers Rob, 

Robin, and David.  

 

I want to open with a land acknowledgement that Yale is situated on the unceded territory of 

Pequot and Mohegan peoples who have stewarded through generations the land and waterways 

of what is now called Connecticut. We honor and respect the enduring relationship that exists 

between these peoples and nations and this land. 

 

Next I would like to thank Amy Brady, Sumanth Prabhaker, Nick Triolo, and all at Orion, our 

dean Indy Burke, Mark Ashton, Gary Dunning, Sara Santiago, and Ben Walker at the Forest 

School, Will Walker and the Yale IT team, Paul Sabin at Yale Environmental Humanities, and 

my colleagues in the Yale Forum on Religion and Ecology. May this be the beginning of a 

fruitful partnership with Yale and Orion. 

 

We have just experienced one of the most demanding summers in recent memory – fierce fires 

across the American west and British Columbia as well as in Greece and Turkey, devastating 

floods in Europe and China, powerful hurricanes from New Orleans to New York and New 

Jersey. The onslaught of bad news is hard to absorb on a warming planet.  Sequoia National Park 

is closed at this moment as fires move toward some of the oldest trees in the world. From British 

Columbia to the rainforests of central Amazon, protestors are trying to prevent destruction of 

these intricate ecosystems. 

   

And in the midst of this, why such a remarkable response to this webinar? Of course, because we 

have such outstanding authors gathered here and a new book to celebrate with Orion. And we are 

recognizing many others in this conversation, such as Suzanne Simard with her book Finding the 

Mother Tree: Discovering the Wisdom of the Forest, Eduardo Kohn, with How Forests Think, 

and Peter Wolhleben with The Hidden Life of Trees.  

 

These writers, and our guests today, are calling us back to the living Earth community in ways 

that inspire awe and generate hope. They are showing us how forest sentience is expressed with 

communication between roots and leaves and branches. And interspecies resonance arises. New 

and ancient ways of knowing and listening to trees is inspiring defense of forests, forest dwellers, 

and forest protectors. We acknowledge the long legacy of indigenous peoples in these efforts and 

highlight the alliance with them in the Interfaith Rainforest Initiative.  

 



This may be a watershed moment when we sense the forests are speaking to us through multiple 

ways of knowing them. Let us listen to their voices through this conversation.  

 

I will now briefly introduce our distinguished conversation partners. 

 

Robert Macfarlane is the author of prize-winning and bestselling books about landscape, nature, 

people and place, including Underland: A Deep Time Journey and Ghostways: Two Journeys in 

Unquiet Places. His work has been translated into many languages and adapted for film, 

television, stage and radio. In 2017 he was awarded the EM Forster Prize for Literature by the 

American Academy of Arts and Letters. He is also a Fellow of Emmanuel College, Cambridge. 

 

Robin Wall Kimmerer is a mother, scientist, decorated professor, and enrolled member of the 

Citizen Potawatomi Nation. She is the author of the award-winning books Braiding Sweetgrass: 

Indigenous Wisdom, Scientific Knowledge and the Teachings of Plants and Gathering Moss.  She 

lives on a farm near Syracuse, New York. She is a SUNY Distinguished Teaching Professor of 

Environmental Biology, and the founder and director of the Center for Native Peoples and the 

Environment. She will deliver the Terry Lectures in Science and Religion at Yale in 2022. 

 

David Haskell’s books, The Songs of Trees and The Forest Unseen, are acclaimed for their 

integration of science and poetry. Among their honors include the National Academies’ Best 

Book Award, John Burroughs Medal, and finalist for the Pulitzer Prize. He is William Kenan 

Professor of Biology and Environmental Studies at the University of the South. His next book is 

Sounds Wild and Broken: Sonic Marvels, Evolution's Creativity, and the Crisis of Sensory 

Extinction to be published by Viking Penguin in March 2022 and for readers in the UK, Thirteen 

Ways to Smell a Tree, published by Gaia in October 2021. 


