
The Legacy of Pope Francis and Laudato Si’: A Shared Sacred Duty to 

Care for Creation 

İbrahim Özdemir 

Uskudar University, Istanbul, Turkiye 

On a planet increasingly burdened by ecological crises and moral confusion, Pope Francis 

emerged as a prophetic voice of conscience. With the publication of his encyclical Laudato 

Si’ in 2015, he invited the world to rediscover the sacred bond between humanity and the 

Earth.  

Now, as we mourn his passing, we also honor his enduring legacy—a legacy rooted in 

compassion, humility, and a courageous call for ecological justice. His life and teachings 

continue to resonate across faiths and cultures, reminding us that caring for creation is not 

merely an environmental task, but a deeply spiritual and ethical responsibility.  

On May 24, 2015, Pope Francis issued a groundbreaking encyclical titled Laudato Si’ – 

“Praise be to You,” echoing the spirit of Saint Francis of Assisi and calling humanity to 

reflect on its moral responsibility toward the Earth.  

This document, while written within the Catholic tradition, carries a message that resonates 

far beyond the Church – including within the Islamic world- especially for those of us who 

see environmental stewardship as a spiritual obligation. 

As a Muslim environmentalist and core member of al-Mizan: A Covenant for the Earth, I was 

deeply moved by Laudato Si’. It inspired us to explore how this powerful document parallels 

and intersects with Islamic ecological thought. This inquiry led me to write an article titled “A 

Common Care for Creation: Said Nursi and Pope Francis on the Environment,” in which I 

aimed to delineate the major characteristics of Said Nursi’s environmental philosophy and 

compare it with the views of Pope Francis. 

Said Nursi, a 20th-century Muslim scholar and spiritual thinker, contemplated nature's visible 

and hidden wonders. For him, the natural world is a vast, dynamic manuscript that proclaims 

the Names and Attributes of the Divine.  

Trees, mountains, rivers, and stars are not inert objects but living signs (āyāt) of God's 

omnipotence, wisdom, and mercy. In Nursi’s words, “Each creature is a letter from the 

Divine,” humanity’s role is to read, understand, and care for this sacred text. 

Similarly, Pope Francis calls in Laudato Si’ for an “ecological conversion,” urging us to see 

the Earth not as a resource to dominate but as a sister with whom we share life. His critique of 

consumerism, technocracy, and ecological indifference aligns with Nursi’s warnings against 

modern materialism and heedlessness (ghaflah) toward creation’s spiritual meaning. 

Far from being a token gesture, Laudato Si’ is a robust critique of modern consumerism, 

unrestrained capitalism, and ecological indifference. He links our environmental crisis with 

poverty, inequality, and the spiritual sickness of modernity. The encyclical affirms what many 

of us in the Islamic environmental movement have long believed: the ecological crisis is 

fundamentally moral and spiritual. 

https://www.almizan.earth/
https://www.asianpa.net/assets/upload/discussions/zEV47hBzmlLRgfok.pdf
https://www.asianpa.net/assets/upload/discussions/zEV47hBzmlLRgfok.pdf


Pope Francis was not speaking in isolation. His concerns build upon the legacies of Paul VI, 

John Paul II, and Benedict XVI. As early as 1971, Paul VI warned: 

“Man is suddenly becoming aware that by an ill-considered exploitation of nature, he risks 

destroying it and becoming the victim of this degradation.” 

This sentiment echoes the Qur’anic warning: 

“Corruption has appeared on land and sea because of what people’s hands have earned, so 

that He may let them taste a part of what they have done, that perhaps they will return.” 

(Qur’an 30:41) 

Both traditions see the ecological crisis not merely as a technical problem but as a moral and 

spiritual one. In both the writings of Pope Francis and Said Nursi, there is a call to reawaken 

the human conscience, to return to humility, gratitude, and awe before the Creator and His 

creation. 

As we mark a decade since Laudato Si’ was published, its legacy is more urgent than ever. 

Climate disruption, species loss, and environmental injustice cry out for a united ethical 

response. In this regard, Pope Francis and Said Nursi offer a common ground – a shared 

sacred vision that places care for creation at the heart of faith. 

Then, let us respond to their call across traditions and continents.  

Let us read the book of nature with reverence and act as responsible stewards (khalīfah) of the 

Earth.  

In doing so, we protect our planet and restore our moral compass – guided by the light of both 

revelation and reason, both scripture and sky. 
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