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The 7th Annual Religion and Ecology Summit will explore the theme of elemental

consciousness with a focus on water—a vital element at the heart of life itself. Water
sustains ecosystems, shapes cultures, and informs spiritual practices worldwide. Amid
escalating global water crises—ranging from pollution and scarcity to climate-driven
challenges—this Summit seeks to address how ecological degradation reflects a deeper
crisis of consciousness. By fostering an awareness rooted in reverence, renewal, and
responsibility, participants will consider how water’s sacred nature can inspire profound
respect for the natural world and safeguard the well-being of both human and more-
than-human life.

Through the interconnected themes of reverence, renewal, and responsibility, the
Summit will explore water’s multifaceted significance. Reverence highlights water as a
bridge between the ordinary and transcendent, central to rituals, mythology, cultural
identity, and survival. Renewal emphasizes the capacity for ecological and spiritual

regeneration, spotlighting conservation efforts and rights-of-nature initiatives that
restore balance and purpose. Responsibility underscores the moral duty to protect
water resources, advance water justice, and ensure equitable access for all beings. .
Together, these themes offer a transformative framework for understanding water’s
essential role in fostering a sustainable and sacred relationship with the Earth. A
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Panel Themes:

The Power of Water in Religious Networks and Creation
Water Spirituality and Ethics for Environmental Change
Storying People and Oceans in the Global South
Rivers and the Rights of Nature in the Southeast
WaterJourneys with Integrative Studies

Keynote Speaker:
Swati Thiyagarajan, Sea Change Project

Highlighted Speakers:

Dr. Willis Jenkins (University of Virginia), Reverend Dr. Brian Kolia (Malua Theological

College), Rabbi Dr. Ariel Mayse (Stanford University), Dr. Stephen Lansing (University of

Arizona), Dr. Christiana Zenner (Fordham University), Dr. Elizabeth McAnally (Yale Forum on

Religion and Ecology), Dr. Calynn Dowler (Vanderbilt University), Dr. Elizabeth Allison

(California Institute of Integral Studies), Dr. Aaniyah Martin (The Beach Co-op), Dr. Joanne

Peers (Centre for Creative Education), Dr. Meghan Judge (University of the Witwatersrand),

Dr. Crystal Cavalier (7 Directions of Service), Mr. Thomas Linzey (Center for Democraticand

Environmental Rights), Chief Diane Richardson (Rappahannock Tribe), Ms. Talia Landry

(Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe), Dr. Michael Lynn Wellman (California Institute of Integral

Studies Alumnus), Michelle Boyle PhDc (California Institute of Integral Studies), Joshua
Halpern, MA (Watershed Witness Tours)
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Tickets Available:
2025religionandecologysummit.eventbrite.com

For Questions:

esr@ciis.edu



https://seachangeproject.com/team-member/swati-thiyagarajan/
https://religiousstudies.as.virginia.edu/willis-jenkins
https://staff.divinity.edu.au/staff/brian-kolia/
https://religiousstudies.stanford.edu/people/ariel-evan-mayse-director-undergraduate-studies-dus
https://www.slansing.org/
https://www.fordham.edu/academics/departments/theology/faculty/christiana-zenner/
https://integraltaiji.wordpress.com/about-2/
https://as.vanderbilt.edu/religious-studies/bio/calynn-dowler/
https://www.elizabethallisonphd.com/
https://www.thebeachcoop.org/about-us/
https://relationalresearcher.com/
https://relationalresearcher.com/
https://www.meghan-judge.com/
https://7directionsofservice.com/
https://www.centerforenvironmentalrights.org/team/thomas-linzey
https://www.rappahannocktribe.org/
http://mashpeewampanoagtribe-nsn.gov/
https://www.proquest.com/docview/2760806064?pq-origsite=gscholar&fromopenview=true&sourcetype=Dissertations%20&%20Theses
https://www.linkedin.com/in/michelle-ruth-boyle/
https://www.ecocourageous.com/
https://www.ecocourageous.com/

