
CSWR Culminating Conference Participants 
 

  

A. Karim Ahmed is Deputy Director of Health, Environment and Development at the World 

Resources Institute in Washington, D.C.--a policy research center on global environment and 

development issues. He is also Program Director of the Georgetown Center for the Study of 

Science and Religion at Georgetown University--an international forum for fostering interfaith 

communication between natural scientists and religious scholars. Previously, Ahmed served as 

Research Director at the Natural Resources Defense Council in New York City and as Director 

of Research and Assessment at Science and Policy Associates in Washington, D.C. He received 

his B.Sc. in Physics and Chemistry from the University of Karachi, Pakistan and a Ph.D. in 

Physical Biochemistry from the University of Minnesota. He has served as an advisor and 

technical expert to national governments, international organizations, and multilateral agencies. 

He has published extensively in the areas of environmental health, risk analysis and public 

policy, theoretical physics/biology, and philosophy of science. His most recent paper, "Causality, 

Chaos and Consciousness: Steps Toward a Normative Cosmological Principle," will be 

appearing in the Fall 1998 issue of Process Studies. 

 

 

Frederique Apffel-Marglin is professor of anthropology at Smith College. She has written two 

books and co-edited five more books. A MacArthur grant has enabled her to direct a project 

called "Centers for Mutual Learning." It is in the context of this project that she began 

collaboration with the native Andean grassroots organization PRATEC. A first book co-edited 

with PRATEC will appear soon entitled The Spirit of Regeneration: Andean Culture Confronting 

Western Notions of Development (London: Zed Books). 

 

 

Mary Barber received her B.A. from Vassar College and her Ph.D. in Ecology and 

Evolutionary Biology from Johns Hopkins University. She is Director of the Ecological Society 

of America's (ESA) Sustainable Biosphere Initiative (SBI) Project Office. Previous to her current 

position she was a Senior Environmental Scientist with Science and Policy Associates, Inc. 

During that time she also held positions with the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 

Administration, the Oceanic Society, and the National Science Foundation. She is actively 

involved in a number of organizations which support women and minorities in science, including 

WISE (Women in Science and Engineering), AWIS (Association of Women in Science), and 

WAN (Women's Aquatic Network). 

 

 

David Barnhill received his Ph.D. from Stanford University in religious studies, with a minor in 

Japanese literature. He is currently Associate Professor of Intercultural Studies and chair of the 

Religious Studies Department at Guilford College in North Carolina. He has published articles 

on the Japanese poet Basho as well as other aspects of Japanese religion and literature. He has 

served as Co-Chair of the Religion and Ecology Group of the American Academy of Religion. 

He is the editor of At Home on the Earth, a collection of writings on the sense of place 

(forthcoming, 1999). 

 



 

Barbara Baudot received her Ph.D. from the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy at Tufts 

University. She is presently Associate Professor of Political Science at St. Anselm College and 

Coordinator of the Triglav Circle. She has been a Fulbright Scholar, and an International 

Relations Fellow, and an economist with the United Nations. 

 

 

Peter Berle, a graduate of Harvard College and Harvard Law School, is currently host and 

director of the Environment Show, a weekly radio broadcast which airs on over 200 Public Radio 

and ABC Radio Network stations in the U.S. Over the past three decades Berle has been an 

environmental lawyer, a state legislator, Commissioner of the New York State Department of 

Environmental Conservation, and President and CEO of the National Audubon Society. He has 

served on numerous advisory groups including the Task Force on the Future of the Adirondack 

Park, which he chaired, USEPA advisory groups on the Clean Air Act, and on Biotechnology 

during the Bush Administration. He is one of the five U.S. members of the Joint Public Advisory 

Committee to the North American Commission on Environmental Cooperation. He is a member 

of the Bar of the State of New York, the Federal District Courts in New York, the United States 

Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit, and the United States Supreme Court. 

 

 

Rosemarie Bernard is an anthropologist who has done research on Shinto ritual, specifically on 

the rites of renewal at the Grand Shrines of Ise, and on Japanese imperial ritual. From April 1993 

to March 1994 she was an information officer in the Public Relations Section of Jingu Shicho 

(the bureaucracy that manages The Grand Shrines of Ise). She is currently a Junior Fellow in the 

Society of Fellows at Harvard University. She is editing the forthcoming volume on Shinto and 

Ecology in this conference series. 

 

 

Thomas Berry received his Ph.D. from the Catholic University of America in European 

intellectual history with a thesis on Giambattista Vico. Widely read in Western history and 

theology, he also spent many years studying and teaching the cultures and religions of Asia. He 

has lived in China and traveled to other parts of Asia. He wrote a book on Buddhism and one on 

Religions of India, both of which are distributed by Columbia University Press. For some twenty 

years, he directed the Riverdale Center for Religious Research along the Hudson River. During 

this period he taught at Fordham University where he organized the history of religions program 

and directed twenty-five doctoral theses. His major contributions to the discussions on the 

environment are in his books The Dream of the Earth (Sierra Club Books, 1988) and with Brian 

Swimme The Universe Story (Harper San Francisco, 1992). 

 

 

John Berthrong is Associate Dean for Academic and Administrative Affairs and Director of the 

Institute for Dialogue Among Religious Traditions at the Boston University School of Theology. 

Active in interfaith dialogue projects and programs, his teaching and research interests are in the 

areas of interreligious dialogue, Chinese religions, and comparative theology. His most recent 

books are All under Heaven: Transforming Paradigms in Confucian-Christian Dialogue and The 

Transformations of the Confucian Way. Forthcoming is a comparison of the notion of creative 



transformation, Concerning Creativity in the Thought of Chu Hsi, A.N. Whitehead, and R.C. 

Neville, from SUNY Press. He is coeditor with Mary Evelyn Tucker of Confucianism and 

Ecology, also in the Religions of the World and Ecology series. 

 

 

Anne D. Birdwhistell is Professor of Philosophy and Asian Civilization at the Richard Stockton 

College of New Jersey and East Asian Book Review Editor for Philosophy East and West. She 

has published Transition to Neo-Confucianism: Shao Yung on Knowledge and Symbols of Reality 

(Stanford University Press, 1989), Li Yong (1627-1705) and Epistemological Dimensions of 

Confucian Philosophy (Stanford University Press, 1996), and a number of articles. She received 

her M. A. and Ph.D. from Stanford University and her B. A. from the University of 

Pennsylvania. Her research interests now focus on comparative philosophy, particularly in 

respect to environmental and gender issues. 

 

 

Donald Brown holds a B.S. from Drexel University in commerce and engineering sciences, an 

M.A. in Philosophy and Art from the New School for Social Research, and a J.D. from Seton 

Hall University of Law. He is currently Senior Counsel for Sustainable Development at the 

Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection. He also served for three years as 

Program Manager for United Nations Organizations in the Office of International Environmental 

Policy at the United States Environmental Protection Agency. Brown has formerly served as 

Assistant Attorney General, Director of the Bureau of Hazardous Sites and Superfund 

Enforcement, and Litigation Chief with the Pennsylvania DEP, as well as director of the Office 

of Regulation and Enforcement with the New Jersey DEP. Among his many other publications, 

he recently co-edited Sustainable Development: Science, Ethics, and Public Policy. 

 

 

Lawrence Buell received an A.B. from Princeton and a Ph.D. from Cornell, both in English. He 

has been the John P. Marquand Professor of English at Harvard since 1990. Before that he taught 

at Oberlin College (Professor and Chair of Department), from 1966-90. His major books include: 

Literary Transcendentalism (Cornell), New England Literary Culture (Cambridge), and The 

Environmental Imagination (Harvard). He has held NEH and Guggenheim fellowships among 

others. 

 

 

J. Baird Callicott is professor of philosophy and religion studies at the University of North 

Texas. He is president of the International Society for Environmental Ethics. Callicott has 

authored Earth's Insights: A Multicultural Survey of Ecological Ethics from the Mediterranean 

Basin to the Australian Outback, In Defense of the Land Ethic: Essays in Environmental 

Philosophy, Beyond Land Ethics: More Essays in Environmental Philosophy, and more than a 

hundred book chapters, journal articles, encyclopedia entries, and book reviews; he is editor or 

co-editor of The Great New Wilderness Debate, Earth Summit Ethics: Toward A Reconstructive 

Postmodern Philosophy of Environmental Education, Environmental Philosophy: From Animal 

Rights to Radical Ecology, The River of the Mother of God and Other Essays by Aldo Leopold, 

Nature in Asian Traditions of Thought: Essays in Comparative Environmental Philosophy, and A 

Companion to a Sand Country Almanac: Interpretive and Critical Essays. 



 

 

Douglas Candland received his B.A. at Pomona College and his Ph.D from Princeton 

University. He is currently Professor of Psychology and Animal Behavior at Bucknell 

University. He founded the Program in Animal Behavior at Bucknell University which he has 

chaired since 1969. He has been awarded the American Psychological Foundation Award and the 

Lindback Award for Distinguished Teaching, as well as the Harriman Award for contributions to 

intellectual life. He is a director of The Wildlife Preservation Trust and has held research 

professorships at Tulane Primate Center, Stirling, Scotland, Pennsylvania State, Cambridge 

(U.K.), University of Mysore (India) and UC Berkeley. Some of his publications include Feral 

Children and Clever Animals: Reflections on Human Nature (1993), and Fossils of the Mind, 

which was just completed. 

 

 

John Carroll is professor of environmental conservation at the University of New Hampshire 

and directs the university's undergraduate environmental degree programs. Following some years 

of research, writing and publishing in the area of international environmental diplomacy and 

affairs, Carroll has devoted most of the last ten years to work on religion and ethics as applied to 

ecological thought. He has edited Embracing Earth: Catholic Approaches to Ecology (Orbis 

Books, 1994); The Greening of Faith: God, the Environment and the Good Life (University Press 

of New England, 1997); and Ecology and Religion: Scientists Speak (Franciscan Press, 1998). 

He is a Kellogg Foundation National Fellow and has also participated in the Templeton 

Foundation's Program in Science and Religion at Oxford University. He holds a Ph.D. in 

Resource Development from Michigan State University. 

 

 

Christopher Chapple is Professor of Theological Studies and Director of Asian and Pacific 

Studies at Loyola Marymount University where he teaches religions of India and comparative 

theology. He has published several books, including Karma and Creativity; Nonviolence to 

Animals, Earth, and Self in Asian Traditions; a co-translation of Patanjali's Yoga Sutra, and 

several edited collections of essays, including Ecological Prospects: Scientific, Aesthetic, and 

Religious Perspectives. 

 

 

Eric Chivian is Director of the Center for Health and the Global Environment, Assistant Clinical 

Professor of Psychiatry at Harvard Medical School, and a Staff Psychiatrist at MIT. He holds an 

A.B. degree in Biochemical Sciences from Harvard College, and an M.D. from Harvard Medical 

School. In 1980, Chivian co-founded International Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear War, 

recipient of the 1985 Nobel Peace Prize. In 1996 he founded and became director of the Center 

for Health and the Global Environment at Harvard Medical School, the first center at a medical 

school in the U.S. focusing on the human health implications of global environmental change. 

Dr. Chvian was senior editor and author of Last Aid: The Medical Dimensions of Nuclear War. 

He was also senior editor/author of Critical Condition: Human Health and the Environment 

(MIT Press, 1992). 

 

 



John Chryssavgis was born in Australia. He received a degree in theology from the University 

of Athens, and was awarded a research scholarship to St. Vladimir's Seminary. He completed his 

doctoral studies at the University of Oxford in Patristics. He served as Personal Secretary to the 

Greek Orthodox Primate in Australia and was co-founder of St. Andrew's Theological College in 

Sydney, where he was Sub-Dean and taught Patristics and Church History. Since 1995, he has 

been a Professor of Theology at Hellenic College and Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of 

Theology in Boston, MA. He is the author of many books and articles on the Church Fathers and 

Orthodox Spirituality, including Fire and Light (1987), Repentance and Confession (1988, 

1996), Ascent to Heaven (1989), The Desert is Alive (1991, 1994), Love, Sexuality, and Marriage 

(1996), and a children's book (with his wife, Sophie) entitled The World My Church (1990, 1991, 

1993). Two books, one on the study of the Church Fathers and one on the environment, are 

currently in the process of publication. 

 

 

Richard M. Clugston is the Executive Director of the Center for Respect of Life and 

Environment (CRLE), and publisher and editor of Earth Ethics. He also directs the Secretariat of 

University Leaders for a Sustainable Future. Prior to coming to Washington, D.C., Dr. Clugston 

worked for the University of Minnesota as a faculty member in the college of Human Ecology, 

and as a strategic planner in Academic Affairs. He received his doctorate in Higher Education 

from the University of Minnesota, and his masters in human Development from the University of 

Chicago. He has recently written "Transforming Higher Education to Care for Creation," in R. 

Peterson and D. Conroy (Eds.), Creation as Beloved by God, and "Sustainability and Rural 

Revitalization: Two Alternative Visions," in I. Audirac (Ed.), Rural Sustainable Development in 

America. CRLE, an affiliate of The Humane Society of the United States, is a principal 

cosponsor of the Religion and Ecology Conference series. 

 

 

Lane and Sarah Conn are clinical psychologists who work separately with individuals, 

families, and groups, and together with couples and families. Lane Conn has been a faculty 

member at Harvard University and Medical School, Northeastern University, and the University 

of Massachusetts. Sarah Conn, a lecturer in psychology at Harvard Medical School, has taught 

courses on the self-world connection and psychotherapy. The Conns teach a semester course at 

the Cambridge Hospital on ecopsychology, health, and psychotherapy. 

 

 

Anthony Cortese is President of Second Nature. From 1984 to 1993, Dr. Cortese directed the 

Center for Environmental Management at Tufts University. He was Commissioner of the 

Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection and also worked for the U.S. 

Environmental Protection Agency and the U.S. Public Health Service. Dr. Cortese is a founding 

member of The Natural Step US, the Consortium for Environmental Education in Medicine and 

the Center for Environmental Education. He has a B.S. and M.S. in Environmental Engineering 

from Tufts University and a Sc.D in Environmental Health from the Harvard School of Public 

Health. Dr. Cortese has been a consultant to UNEP, and a member of the Clinton-Gore transition 

team, the EPA Science Advisory Board, and the President's Council on Sustainable 

Development's Education Task Force. 

 



 

Paul Deats has degrees from Tarleton A&M, Southern Methodist University, Union Theological 

Seminary in NYC, and Boston University. He spent nine years as Director of the Wesley 

Foundation at the University of Texas. He retired from the ministry of the United Methodist 

Church in 1986 and from Boston University as the Walter G. Muelder Professor of Social Ethics 

Emeritus. He has been involved in the ecumenical movement and was at the WCC Church and 

Society conferences in Geneva (1966) and at MIT (1979). 

 

 

Frederick M. Denny is Professor of Islamic Studies and the History of Religions at the 

University of Colorado at Boulder. A University of Chicago Ph.D. with previous teaching 

appointments at Yale College and the University of Virginia, he has conducted field research on 

Qur'anic recitation, Muslim popular ritual, and characteristics of contemporary Muslim societies 

in Egypt, Indonesia, and Malaysia. His current research includes Muslim community formation 

in North America and Muslim human rights discourses. His college level textbook An 

Introduction to Islam (2nd edition, Macmillan 1994) is widely used and his University of South 

Carolina Press series "Studies in Comparative Religion" published pioneering books on Islamic 

subjects. He served on the editorial boards of The Muslim World, Teaching Theology and 

Religion, and Journal of Ritual Studies. He recently published (with John Corrigan, Carlos M.N. 

Eire, and Martin S. Jaffee) Jews, Christians, Muslims: A Comparative Introduction to 

Monotheistic Religions, together with a related anthology, Readings in Judaism, Christianity, 

and Islam (Prentice-Hall 1998). 

 

 

Vasudha Dhagamwar received a B.A. in philosophy, politics, and economics at Oxford, an 

M.A. in English and a LL.B. at the University of Bombay, and a Ph.D. in law at the University of 

London. She is a founding member and Executive Director of an NGO Multiple Action Research 

Group (MARG), and she is currently a Visiting Fellow at the Human Rights Program, Harvard 

Law School. MARG works on three broad issues: 1) the phenomena of displacement and 

resettlement of the displaced, 2) the situation of women and children, 3) the dissemination of 

information about basic legal rights in family, labor, and criminal laws of the land to women. 

Her publications include three books, Law, Power and Justice, Women and Divorce, and 

Towards Uniform Civil Code, and various articles. 

 

 

Alnoor Dhanani received his doctorate from Harvard University. His field of specialization is 

Islamic intellectual history and the relationship between science, religion, and society in 

medieval Islamic civilization. He is the author of "The Physical Theory of Kalam: Atoms, Space, 

and Void in Basrian Mu'tazili Cosmology" and several articles on science, religion, and 

philosophy in Islamic civilization. 

 

 

M. David Eckel is associate professor of religion in the Department of Religion at Boston 

University. He is the author of To See the Buddha: A Philosopher's Quest for the Meaning of 

Emptiness (Harper San Francisco, 1992) and the Buddhism editor for The Harper Collins 

Dictionary of Religion, general editor, Jonathan Z. Smith (Harper San Francisco, 1995). 



 

 

Niles Eldredge has been on the curatorial staff of the American Museum of Natural History 

since 1969. A paleontologist, Eldredge has devoted his career to the analysis of evolutionary 

patterns preserved in the fossil record and their implications for understanding the evolutionary 

process. He has confronted the present-day mass extinction of the world's species in several 

books, most recently Life in the Balance: Humanity and the Biodiversity Crisis (1998), and as 

Curator-in-Chief of the 11,000 sq. foot permanent exhibition "Hall of Biodiversity," which 

opened in May 1998 at the American Museum of Natural History. 

 

 

William Fisher, associate professor of anthropology and social studies at Harvard University, 

teaches courses on contemporary social movements, religion, identity and violence, and the 

politics of development. His recent publications include Fluid Boundaries: Forming and 

Transforming Identity in Central Nepal(forthcoming 1998, Columbia University Press); "Doing 

Good? The Politics and Anti-Politics of NGO Practices" in the Annual Review of Anthropology 

(1997), and Toward Sustainable Development? Struggling Over India's Narmada River (editor, 

M. E. Sharpe 1995). 

 

 

Richard Foltz holds a Ph.D. in Middle Eastern Studies from Harvard University, and is the 

author of Mughal India and Central Asia (Oxford University Press) and Conversations With 

Emperor Jahangir (Mazda Publishers). He has taught at Brown University and Gettysburg 

College, and has recently been appointed Visiting Assistant Professor in the Department of 

Religion, Columbia University. 

 

 

Michael Fox is a veterinarian and syndicated newspaper columnist with doctoral degrees in 

medical science and ethology/animal behavior. He serves as Senior Scholar, Bioethics with The 

Humane Society of the United States. His most recent books are The Boundless Circle: Caring 

for Creatures and Creation and Eating with Conscience: The Bioethics of Food. 

 

 

Joe Franke is a biologist, educator and environmental activist. Since 1998, he has been working 

with environmentally active religious leaders in Thailand, the Philippines, and Nepal through the 

Wat Forest Project. A variety of initiatives are being supported through the organization, 

including forest protection, reforestation, and the development of Christian-, Hindu-, and 

Buddhist-centered environmental education curricula for free distribution to schools in Asia. 

 

 

Claire Gaudiani is president of Connecticut College, a position she has held since 1988. She 

was a 1966 graduate of Connecticut College and is its first alumna president. From there, she 

went on for her M.A. and Ph.D. in French literature from Indiana University. She has been an 

articulate spokeswoman for the importance of a civil society and for the role of philanthropy in 

promoting civic engagement She has shared her vision through publications and speeches in the 



U.S. and abroad. The author of six books and more than 80 chapters, articles and op-eds, Dr. 

Gaudiani is writing a seventh book, on the Wisdom Tradition. 

 

 

Maninder Gill has been working as a sociologist at the World Bank for the past five years, on 

leave of absence from the Indian Administrative Service, the senior civil service of India. Prior 

to joining the World Bank, he was responsible for planning and implementing the resettlement 

program for the 3500 families belonging to indigenous groups affected by the Narmada project 

in Maharashtra State. For the first four years of his tenure at the Bank, he worked on a broad 

range of social issues in development projects in the World Bank's East Asia and South Asia 

regions. Since July 1997, he has been appointed Coordinator of the Bank's "resettlement thematic 

group," a group consisting of about 35 resettlement professionals working both at the 

headquarters and field offices of the World Bank. 

 

 

John Gillroy is John D. MacArthur Professor of Environmental Studies, Environmental Policy 

and Law at Bucknell University. He has both a Ph.D. in Political Science from the University of 

Chicago and an M.S.L. in Environmental Law from Vermont Law School. In addition to his 

teaching and writing in the areas of political theory, public policy, and environmental studies, his 

work in the public policy community includes research positions at the Institute for Philosophy 

and Public Policy at the University of Maryland, the Environmental Quality Laboratory at the 

California Institute of Technology, and staff positions in the United States Senate and the United 

States House of Representatives. He has edited two books: The Moral Dimensions of Public 

Policy Choice (Pittsburgh) and Environmental Risk, Environmental Values and Political Choice 

(Westview). He has recently completed a manuscript Environmental Justice From Human 

Autonomy. 

 

 

James Gillespie is Vice President for Operations at the WORLDWATCH Institute in 

Washington, D.C., a nonprofit public policy research organization dedicated to informing 

policymakers and the public about emerging global problems and trends and the complex links 

between the world economy and its environmental support systems. The Institute's mission is the 

fostering of a sustainable society, one in which human needs are met in ways that do not threaten 

the health of the natural environment or future generations. He previously served as Organization 

Director with Greenpeace International in Amsterdam and as Executive Vice President with The 

Wilderness Society in Washington, D.C. He taught management courses at Bucknell University 

from 1986 through 1990. 

 

 

Ann Gold received her Ph.D. in Anthropology from the University of Chicago in 1984. She is a 

Professor in the Department of Religion at Syracuse University. Her extensive work in the North 

Indian state of Rajasthan has included studies of pilgrimage, gender relations, epic tales of 

world-renunciation, and cultural constructions of the environment. Her publications include three 

books (published by the University of California Press): Fruitful Journeys: The Ways of 

Rajasthani Pilgrim (1988); A Carnival of Parting: The Tales of King Bharthari and King Gopi 



Chand (1992); and Listen to the Heron's Words: Reimagining Gender and Kinship in North 

India (co-authored with Gloria Raheja, 1994). 

 

 

Rachel Goldberg is currently enrolled in the doctoral program in Social Science at Syracuse 

University. She received a M.S. in Conflict Resolution from George Mason University's Institute 

for Conflict Analysis and Resolution (ICAR). Her undergraduate degree from University of 

California at Santa Cruz was in Environmental Studies, and she was originally trained as a 

mediator at Oberlin College in 1983. She is currently working on her dissertation in which she 

examines the moral and religious underpinnings of several current environmental conflicts, how 

these manifest in competing worldviews as they play out within conflicts, and how conflict 

resolvers may best serve the needs of all parties in a way that allows multiple worldviews fully 

into dispute transformation processes. 

 

 

Ursula Goodenough received a Ph.D. in Biology from Harvard University and has been 

Professor of Biology at Washington University in St. Louis since 1978. Her lab research focuses 

on the molecular evolution of sex-related genes. She also teaches an undergraduate course in cell 

biology and has written a textbook in genetics. More recently she has become engaged in the 

science/religion dialogue and served as President of the Institute on Religion in an Age of 

Science for four years. She has just completed a book, The Sacred Depths of Nature, to be 

published by Oxford University Press in the fall, which explores religious responses to our 

scientific understanding of nature and suggests that these responses have the potential to serve as 

an underpinning for a planetary consensus on global ecology. 

 

 

Neva Goodwin, a proponent of "contextual economics" is cofounder and codirector of the 

Global Development And Environment Institute (G-DAE) at Tufts University. The author and 

editor of a number of books and articles proposing new approaches to the understanding and 

shaping of economics, Dr. Goodwin is frequently asked to participate in groups grappling with 

the wider impact of economic theory and action. She is Series Editor of Frontier Issues in 

Economic Thought, a five volume set of critical articles presenting ideas that are often missing 

from current mainstream economics. She is also editing four books being published by 

University of Michigan Press under the series title Evolving Values for a Capitalist World. 

 

 

Paul Gorman is the executive director of the National Religious Partnership for the 

Environment, a formal coalition of diverse Jewish and Christian faith groups whose program he 

helped set in motion in 1991. A graduate of Yale and Oxford, he worked in Congress in the 

1960s where, among other projects, he organized the congressional delegation to Selma and the 

Senate Foreign Relations Committee hearings on Vietnam. Gorman served as a speech writer 

and press secretary to Senator Eugene McCarthy in his 1968 presidential campaign, and has been 

a consultant to numerous elected officials. He has hosted a regular public radio program for 28 

years and a PBS television show, and authored How Can I Help? (Knopf, 1984). Gorman has 

taught at the City University of New York, Sarah Lawrence College, and Adelphi University. 

Prior to his present position, he was vice-president for Programs at the Cathedral of St. John the 



Divine in New York City, where he oversaw numerous community-based projects and organized 

international environmental conferences in Moscow, Oxford, and Assisi. 

 

 

William Grassie is an assistant professor in the Intellectual Heritage Program at Temple 

University and a visiting lecturer in the Department of Religious Studies at the University of 

Pennsylvania. He specializes in the philosophy of science and religion. He received his doctorate 

from Temple University in 1994 and his BA from Middlebury College in 1979. He serves as 

Vice President of the Institute for Religion in an Age of Science (IRAS) and is also the 

moderator-editor of the Meta Listserver on Science and Religion with over 1000 subscribers. 

 

 

John A. Grim is a professor in the Department of Religion at Bucknell University, Lewisburg, 

PA. As a historian of religions, John undertakes annual field studies in American Indian lifeways 

among the Apsaalooke/Crow peoples of Montana and the Swy-ahl-puh/Salish peoples of the 

Columbia River Plateau in eastern Washington. He published The Shaman: Patterns of Religious 

Healing Among the Ojibway Indians, a study of Anishinaabe/Ojibway healing practitioners, with 

the University of Oklahoma Press. With his wife, Mary Evelyn Tucker, he has co-edited 

Worldviews and Ecology a book discussing perspectives on the environmental crisis from world 

religions and contemporary philosophy. Mary Evelyn and John are currently organizing the 

series of twelve conferences on Religions of the World and Ecology held at Harvard University's 

Center for the Study of World Religions. John is also president of the American Teilhard 

Association. 

 

 

David Haberman received his Ph.D. from the University of Chicago in the History of Religions. 

He is an Associate Professor of Religious Studies at Indiana University. He has spent the last 

eighteen years studying the temple rituals, meditative techniques, pilgrimage activity, and 

environmental theology of the northern Indian region of Braj, a cultural area associated with the 

Hindu god Krishna. He has contributed many articles to academic journals, and is author of 

Acting as a Way of Salvation (1988), Journey Through the Twelve Forests (1994), and Ten 

Theories of Human Nature (co-authored with Leslie Stevenson, 1998). He has recently finished a 

translation of a sixteenth-century Sanskrit text on the aesthetics of devotion 

(Bhaktirasamrtasindhu), to be published as The Yoga of Divine Emotions (1999). 

 

 

Safei-Eldin Hamed is an environmental and international development scholar who practices in 

North America and the Middle East. He holds a Bachelors degree from Cairo University, a 

Masters degree from the University of Georgia, and a Ph.D. from Virginia Tech. As an educator, 

he has taught at the University of Guelph and the University of Nova Scotia in Canada, King 

Faisal University in Saudi Arabia, University of Georgia, Virginia Tech, and the University of 

Maryland in the United States. From 1994 to 1996 he worked as an environmental assessment 

specialist for the World Bank. Currently, he is on the faculty of the College of Agriculture and 

Natural Resources at Texas Tech University. He has also served as consultant for several 

national and international organizations, including Aspen Institute for Humanistic Studies, 

Smithsonian Institute, Parks Canada, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Agency for International 



Development, Aga Khan Award for Architecture, Arab Development Institute, and USIA. As a 

scholar, Dr. Hamed's research activities cover a wide range of studies including urban and 

regional planning, environmental strategies and management of arid lands, Islamic art and 

architecture, and Arab-Muslim cross cultural issues.  

 

 

S. Nomanul Haq is currently on the faculty of Rutgers University and a Visiting Scholar at the 

University of Pennsylvania. For several years until 1996, he was Assistant Professor of Religious 

Studies at Brown University. His research interests lie in Islamic Intellectual History, Religion, 

and Sufism. 

 

 

Dieter T. Hessel, who holds a Ph.D. in social ethics, resides in Princeton, NJ, where he is a 

member of the Center of Theological Inquiry, director of the ecumenical Program on Ecology, 

Justice and Faith, and co-director of Theological Education to Meet the Environmental 

Challenge--TEMEC. From 1965-1990, he was the social education coordinator and social policy 

director of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). Recent books include Theology for Earth 

Community: A Field Guide (Orbis, 1996); The Church's Public Role: Retrospect and Prospect 

(Eerdmans, 1993); After Nature's Revolt: Eco-Justice and Theology (Fortress, 1992); and Social 

Ministry (W/JK, 1992). 

 

 

Brennan Hill was educated at St. Bonaventure and Cambridge University in English literature 

and at the Catholic University of America and Marquette University in Theology. Currently he is 

Professor and Chair of Theology at Xavier University. He is the Past President of the College 

Theology Society. His most recent books are Jesus the Christ (Twenty-Third Pub.) and 

Exploring Catholic Theology (Twenty-Third Pub.). His forthcoming book, Christian Faith and 

the Environment: Making Vital Connections, will be published this fall by Orbis Books. 

 

 

Mary Ann Hinsdale is Associate Professor and Chair of the Religious Department at the 

College of the Holy Cross where she has been teaching since 1987. She received her Ph.D. from 

the University of St. Michael's College (Toronto). Her specialties are theological anthropology, 

ecclesiology and women's studies. Her publications include: 'It Comes From the People: 

Community Development and Local Theology (with Helen Lewis and Maxine Waller); Women 

and Theology (co-edited with Phyllis Kaminski); Faith That Transforms: Essays in Honor of 

Gregory Baum (co-edited wit Mary Jo Leddy), and many articles and chapters in books. Her 

article, "Ecology, Feminism, and Theology" is widely used in women's studies courses. She is 

currently working on an introductory text in Catholic Studies for Orbis Books. 

  

 

Mark X. Jacobs serves as director of the Coalition on the Environment and Jewish Life 

(COEJL), a collaboration of 26 national Jewish organizations. He is also director of the 

Committee on Energy and the Environment of the Jewish Council for Public Affairs. Jacobs took 

leave from a doctorate program at the University of Michigan to work with COEJL, where he 

focuses his energies on building a national network of Jewish environmental activists and 



educators and involving national Jewish institutions in environmental educational and 

programmatic resources. His columns appear regularly in Jewish newspapers around the country. 

 

 

Ogbu U. Kalu. Ph.D. History, University of Toronto; M.Div. Princeton Theological Seminary; 

D.D. McGill University. Formerly, Head, Department of Religion, Dean, Faculty of the Social 

Sciences, and most recently, Director, Institute of African Studies, University of Nigeria, 

Nsukka. 

 

 

Tazim R. Kassam is Assistant Professor of Islamic Studies and South Asian Religions at The 

Colorado College. She received her Ph.D. at McGill University in the History of Religions and 

specialized in the Islamic and Hindu traditions. Her book, Songs of Wisdom and Circles of 

Dance (SUNY, 1995) offers a critical historical introduction to a major scholarly translation of 

the devotional hymns of Ismaili Muslims in the Indian subcontinent. Kassam is co-chair of the 

Study of Islam section of the American Academy of Religion, a Lilly Teaching Scholar, and a 

recipient of an NEH fellowship for college professors. Her interests include gender and 

development issues, computer-based learning technologies, and community service. 

 

 

Gordon D. Kaufman is Edward Mallinckrodt, Jr. Professor of Divinity, Emeritus, at Harvard 

Divinity School. He received his Ph.D. from Yale University in 1955; and he taught at Pomona 

College in Claremont and at Vanderbilt Divinity School before coming to Harvard in 1963. He 

has published ten books and many articles. In his book, In Face of Mystery: A Constructive 

Theology (Harvard University Press, 1993) he works out a biohistorical conception of human 

beings to deal with problems of religious and cultural pluralism and contemporary ecological 

conceptions of our human situatedness in the world; the central Christian symbols of God and 

Christ are then deconstructed so as to present a thoroughly contemporary holistic picture of 

humanity in the world today. His last book is God--Mystery--Diversity: Christian Theology in a 

Pluralistic World (Fortress Press, 1996), he has worked out the implication of his theological 

standpoint for understanding the tasks in theology today. 

  

 

Catherine Keller is Professor of Constructive Theology at the Theological School of Drew 

University. In her teaching, lecturing and writing, she develops the relational potential of a 

theology of becoming. Her books reconfigure ancient symbols of divinity for the sake of a 

planetary conviviality—a life together, across vast webs of difference. Thriving in the interplay 

of ecological and gender politics, of process cosmology, poststructuralist philosophy and 

religious pluralism, her work is both deconstructive and constructive in strategy. She is author of 

From a Broken Web: Separation, Sexism and Self. 

 

 

Craig Kochel received his A.B., M.S., and Ph.D in geology. He served on the faculty at SUNY 

Fredonia, the University of Virginia, and Southern Illinois University before coming to Bucknell 

University in 1990. Currently Chair of the Geology Department at Bucknell, Kochel previously 

served as MacArthur Chair in the Department of Geology at Bucknell from 1990 to 1995. He is 



the author/co-author of three books, including Process Geomorphology (the best-selling text in 

the field), more than 40 research articles, and editor of several special journal volumes. He is 

currently Vice Chair-elect of the Division of Quarternary Geology & Geomorphology of The 

Geological Society of America. 

 

 

Frank Korom is Assistant Professor of South Asian Religion and Culture at Boston University. 

He is the author and editor of five books, most recently Constructing Tibetan Culture (1997) and 

Tibetan Culture in the Diaspora (1997). His interest in religion and ecology has led to a number 

of articles on recycling and socioreligious status in India and religious symbols as 

environmentalist resources. He is currently completing a book about Indo-Shi'i ritual 

performances on the island of Trinidad, which is scheduled for completion in 1999. 

 

 

Kenneth Kraft is currently chairman of the Religious Studies Department at Lehigh University. 

He received his Ph.D. in East Asian studies from Princeton University. He is the author of 

Eloquent Zen (University of Hawaii Press, 1992) and the editor of Inner Peace, World Peace 

(State University of New York Press, 1992) and Zen: Tradition and Transition (Grove Press, 

1988). His work on engaged Buddhism has led to an interest in the ethical and cultural 

significance of nuclear waste. 

 

 

Kwok Pui-lan is Professor of Theology at the Episcopal Divinity School, Cambridge, MA. She 

has played an active role in the ecumenical discussions on ecological issues in the World Council 

of Churches, including addressing the assembly at Canberra in 1991. Her most recent book is 

Discovering the Bible in the Non-Biblical World. Her essay "Ecology and Christology" appeared 

in Feminist Theology (1997). 

 

 

Robert Lange studied at the California Institute of Technology and received his doctorate in 

theoretical physics from Harvard in 1963. After a period at Oxford he joined the faculty of 

Brandeis University. Since 1968 he has worked for opportunities in science for those 

traditionally excluded; full time since 1986 after teaching physics in Tanzania. He is president of 

the ICSEE with projects in Zanzibar, Grenada, Eritrea, and urban U.S. Since attending the 1997 

symposium, the Black Sea in Crisis, convened by the Greek Orthodox Ecumenical Patriarch, he 

has been developing activities to involve religious and scientific leaders working together with 

students and teachers. 

 

 

Winston Langley is a professor of Political Science and International Relations at the University 

of Massachusetts-Boston. His research and teaching interests are in the areas of international law 

and international political economy, with a special focus on human rights and alternative models 

of global order. He has written extensively in the field of international relations, and his most 

recent publications include Human Rights: The Major Global Instruments. He has just completed 

for publication next spring, The Encyclopedia of Human Rights Issues. 

 



 

Leroy Little Bear is a member of the Small Robes Band of the Blood Indian Tribe of the 

Blackfoot Confederacy. He received his B.A. from the University of Lethbridge and his J.D. 

from the College of Law at the University of Utah. Mr. Little Bear was a professor in the Native 

American Studies Department from 1975 to 1996. In 1998 Mr. Little Bear became the Director 

of the Harvard University Native American Program. Mr. Little Bear has authored many articles 

including "A Concept of Native Title" which has been cited in a Canadian Supreme Court 

decision. He has co-authored books, including Pathways to Self-Determination, Quest For 

Justice, and Governments in Conflict. 

 

 

Mary MacDonald Originally from Australia, Mary MacDonald worked for eight years as a 

teacher and researcher in Papua New Guinea. Since completing studies in history of religions at 

The University of Chicago in 1988 she has taught at Le Moyne College in Syracuse, N.Y. Her 

current research focuses on Melanesian styles of Christianity. 

 

 

Michael B. McElroy received his Ph.D. from Queen's University in Belfast, Northern Ireland. In 

1970, he was named Abbott Lawrence Rotch Professor of Atmospheric Sciences at Harvard 

University, and in 1975 was appointed Director of the Center for Earth and Planetary Physics. 

Since 1986 he has been Chairman of the Department of Earth and Planetary Sciences and since 

1992 Chairman of the University Committee on Environment at Harvard where he leads an 

interdisciplinary study on the implications of China's rapid industrial development for the local, 

regional and global environment. In 1997, he was named the Gilbert Butler Professor of 

Environmental Studies. He is also a Fellow of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. 

McElroy's research interests range from studies on the origin and evolution of the planets to, 

more recently, and emphasis on effects of human activity on the global environment of the Earth. 

He is the author of more than 200 technical papers contributing to our understanding of human 

induced changes in stratopheric ozone and to the potential for serious disruptions to global and 

regional climate due to anthropogenically related emissions of greenhouse gases. 

 

Sallie McFague is the Carpenter Professor of Theology at Vanderbilt University. Her books 

relating ecology and Christianity are The Body of God: An Ecological Theology (1993) and 

Super, Natural Christians: How We Should Love Nature (1997). 

 

 

Daniel C. Maguire is a Professor of Ethics at Marquette University. He has been president of 

both The Society of Christian Ethics and The Religious Consultation on Population, 

Reproductive Health, and Ethics. Among his books are Death By Choice (1974), A New 

American Justice: Ending the White Male Monopolies (1980), The New Subersives: Anti-

Americanism of the Religious Right (1982), The Moral Revolution, (1986), The Moral Core of 

Judaism and Christianity (1993), and he is currently researching The Moral and Legal 

Revolution in Health Care. 

 

 



Stephen Marglin holds the Walter S. Barker Chair in the Department of Economics at Harvard 

University. His current research focuses on the foundational assumptions of economics, asking to 

what extent these assumptions are a reflection of the culture and history of the Modern West 

rather than a set of facts about a universal human nature, and what difference it makes. 

 

 

Joan M. Martin is Associate Professor, Christian Social Ethics at the Episcopal Divinity, 

Cambridge, Massachusetts. Her academic interests include Christian social ethics, economics 

and the changing nature of work through the global economy; feminist and womanist ethics, 

ethics and social history in the African American Christian tradition, and social theories of 

religion. She is an ordained Presbyterian minister seeking to an integrated approach to 

understand the mission and role of the church in liberation from the structural and systematic 

forms of oppression in everyday life. Professor Martin has a forthcoming book on the work ethic 

of enslaved African American women. 

 

 

Robert Massie has been working on issues of corporate governance and responsibility for more 

than two decades. An ordained Episcopal minister, Massie received his masters in social and 

theological ethics from Yale Divinity School and his doctorate in business policy from Harvard 

Business School in 1989. From 1989 to 1996, Massie taught at Harvard Divinity School where 

he ran the Project on Business, Values and the Economy. During the same period he served as a 

commissioner of the World Council of Churches. Massie is the author of Loosing the Bonds: The 

United States and South Africa in the Apartheid Years (1998). In 1994, Massie won a statewide 

Democratic primary to become the nominee lieutenant governor of Massachusetts. He is 

currently the Executive Director of the Coalition for Environmentally Responsible Economies 

(CERES).  

 

 

Mary Maxwell is a sociobiologist and a moralist. She is the South Australian president of the 

Australian Institute of International Affairs. She holds a certificate of advanced study from the 

Harvard Extension School and a Ph.D. in Politics from the University of Adelaide. Among her 

books are Human Evolution: A Philosophical Anthropology and Morality Among Nations. She is 

author of "Towards a Moral System for World Society" in the 1998 issue of Ethics and 

International Affairs.  

   

 

Don Melnick graduated from New York University with a degree in Anthropology and History 

and received his doctorate in Physical Anthropology from Yale University. He is professor in the 

Departments of Anthropology and Biological Sciences at Columbia University, as well as 

founder and director of the Center for Environmental Research and Conservation (CERC). 

Melnick also helped to create The New York Consortium in Evolutionary Primatology and a 

partnership of the anthropology departments at Columbia and The American Museum of Natural 

History. He has received Columbia's Hettleman Award for Outstanding Teaching and Service 

and was a Fellow of the Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences at Stanford 

University. 

 



 

James Miller is a doctoral student at Boston University and is writing a comparative theology of 

religion based on Shangqing cosmology entitled The Economy of Cosmic Power. 

 

 

Victor D. Montejo. Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Native American Studies, University of 

California, Davis. Victor is a Jakaltekan-Mayan anthropologist active in issues of human rights 

and local resettlement of Guatemalan Mayan peoples. 

 

 

William R. Moomaw is Professor of International Environmental Policy, and has been the 

Director of the International Environment and Resource Policy Program at the Fletcher School of 

Law and Diplomacy, Tufts University, since 1992. He also co-directs the Global Development 

and Environment Institute, which explores the interaction among economics, environment, and 

technology at Tufts University. Moomaw received his Ph.D. in physical chemistry from MIT, 

and was Professor of Chemistry and Director of the Center for Environmental Studies at 

Williams College before leaving to direct the Climate, Energy, and Pollution Program at the 

World Resources Institute in 1988 and 1989. During the mid-1970s, he served as a AAAS 

Congressional Science Fellow where he helped to evaluate the legislation to phase out CFCs in 

aerosol cans, and worked on energy R&D following the oil embargo. He has written extensively 

on climate change, and has been a principle lead author of the industry chapters of the 1995 

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change Second Assessment Report. 

 

 

Vijaya Nagarajan (completed her dissertation, entitled "Hosting the Divine: The Kolam as 

Embedded Ritual, Aesthetic, and Ecology in South India," at the University of California, 

Berkeley. She is currently Assistant Professor in the Department of Theology and Religious 

Studies at the University of San Francisco. She has been affiliated with various environmental 

non-governmental organizations both in India and the U.S. since 1981. Vijaya is co-founder and 

has been co-director of a "backpack NGO," the Institute for the Study of Natural and Cultural 

Resources, since 1986. 

 

 

Vasudha Narayanan is a professor of religion at the University of Florida. She has written and 

edited five books, including The Vernacular Veda: Revelation, Recitation and Ritual (1994). She 

has been the recipient of several grants and fellowships including a Guggenheim fellowship 

(1991-92) and an NEH fellowship (1998-99). Forthcoming books include The Sacred Utterance: 

A Translation of a 9th Century Poem, Hindu Traditions in the United States: Temple Space, 

Domestic Space and Cyberspace, and The Hindu Traditions: An Introduction. Narayanan is also 

working on shared ritual spaces where Hindus and Muslims worship in South India. 

 

 

James A. Nash, Ph.D., is the Executive Director of the Churches' Center for Theology and 

Public Policy, an ecumenical research center in Washington, D.C., and Lecturer in Social and 

Ecological Ethics at Wesley Theological Seminary. He is also editor of Theology and Public 

Policy, a scholarly journal published by the Center. He served previously as the Executive 



Director of the Massachusetts Council of Churches. He is an ethicist whose research focuses on 

ecological and political concerns. Among his many writings is Loving Nature: Ecological 

Integrity and Christian Responsibility (Abingdon, 1991). 

 

 

Lance Nelson received his Ph.D. from McMaster University. He is Assistant Professor of 

Theological and Religious Studies at the University of San Diego. His writings on Advaita 

Vedanta and other aspects of South Asian religion have appeared in books and scholarly journals 

in the United States and India. Most recently, he edited Purifying the Earthly Body of God: 

Religion and Ecology in Hindu India (SUNY, 1998). 

 

 

Melissa Nelson is a Ph.D. Candidate in cultural ecology at the University of California at Davis. 

Her research focuses on Native American environmental justice and cultural restoration at the 

new Presidio National Park in San Francisco, a recently converted military base. She serves as 

president of The Cultural Conservancy, a native nonprofit organization dedicated to the 

preservation of traditional cultures and their ancestral lands and is on the board of directors of the 

United Religions Initiative. Melissa is a member of the Turtle Mountain band of Chippewa 

Indians. 

 

Donald Oliver is currently Professor of Education at Harvard. His academic career has been 

situated at the Harvard Graduate School of Education where he has taught since 1955. He is a 

graduate of Amherst College and Harvard University. His most recent works include Education 

and Community and Education, Modernity, and Fractured Meaning. He is currently completing 

a manuscript entitled The Primal, the Modern, and the Vital Center: The Preconditions of 

Education. 

 

 

Anil Patel is a doctor who received his medical education in England. He is a member of Arch-

Vahini, an organization founded in Gujarat in the late 1970s by individuals of diverse 

educational and cultural backgrounds. Arch-Vahini focuses its efforts where the current 

development processes hurt the most in an area of eastern Gujarat inhabited mostly by tribals. 

Over the past twenty years, Arch-Vahini has been involved in setting up a rational primary health 

care system in Mangrol and the surrounding villages, and with rehabilitation and resettlement of 

tribals living in the forest areas of Bharuch and Vadodara districts of Gujarat. 

 

 

Mary Pearl is the Executive Director of Wildlife Preservation Trust International. She also 

serves as associate director of the Center for Environmental Research and Conservation, a 

consortium of biodiversity research institutions based at Columbia University. She is a founder 

of the Center for Conservation Medicine, a partnership of WPTI with Tufts University School of 

Veterinary Medicine. She is the co-editor of Conservation for the 21st Century, a volume of 

international authorship that was the first to bring together biologists, resource managers, and 

environmental ethicists. She received her doctorate from Yale and has published widely in the 

field of biodiversity conservation. 

 



 

William Pedersen is a graduate of Harvard College, where he majored in economics, and 

Harvard Law School. He worked for the Environmental Protection Agency from 1972 until 1985 

and has been in private practice since then. He taught environmental law at Harvard Law School 

during the Winter Term in 1985 and at the University of Michigan Law School during the 1997-

98 academic year. He is the author of seven law review publications and numerous other articles. 

 

 

Rodney Peterson is the Executive Director of The Boston Theological Institute (BTI). An 

ordained minister in the Presbyterian Church, he also teaches history and ethics in both the 

member schools of the BTI and overseas and with the Federation des Institutions etablies a 

Geneve (FIIG), Geneva, Switzerland. He is author or editor and contributor of several articles 

and scholarly works, including the books, Preaching in the Last Days (Oxford University Press, 

1993); Christianity and Civil Society: Theological Education for Public Life (Orbis Books, 

1995); Creation as Beloved of God: Discerning the Creator's Love and Our Need to Care for 

Creation (Humanities Press, forthcoming, 1998); and Consumption, Population, and 

Sustainability: Perspectives from Science and Religion (Kansas City; Sheed & Ward, 1998), with 

accompanying video, "Living in Nature." 

 

 

Dennis Pirages is Professor of Government and Director of the Harrison Program on the Future 

Global Agenda at the University of Maryland. He received his doctorate from Stanford 

University after doing dissertation research at the University of Warsaw. He is a lifetime fellow 

of the American Association for the Advancement of Science. Dr. Pirages is author or editor of 

eleven books and more than fifty articles and chapters in edited books. His research interests are 

in the area of ecological security, sustainability, and the application of evolutionary principles to 

the study of international relations. He coined the term "sustainable society" in a book he edited 

in 1977 and "ecopolitics" in his book published in 1978. His most recent books are Global 

Technopolitics: The International Politics of Technology and Resources and Building 

Sustainable Societies: A Blueprint for a Post-Industrial World. 

 

 

Robert Pollack is professor of biological sciences at Columbia and former dean of Columbia 

College. He has written Signs of Life: The Language and Meaning of DNA (1995), in which he 

draws on his experience as a scientist and a scholar, including several years working on the 

genetics of cancer cells with James Watson at Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory, to show how the 

DNA molecule can be understood as a classic text and studied by the tools of textual analysis. 

His forthcoming book, It's About Time: Science and the Future of Medicine, examines the ways 

in which the unconscious dreams and fears of scientists and doctors may inform, and sometimes 

distort, the agendas of modern medical science. 
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Katharine M. Preston is a Master of Divinity degree candidate at Andover Newton Theological 

School in Newton, Massachusetts, where she is exploring the integration of ecological concepts 

with theology, ethics, biblical studies and pastoral counseling. She holds the position of Ecology 

Minister at the seminary. After gaining a master's degree from Yale in environmental studies, 

Preston spent 20 years working for government, non-profits and academia in the environmental 

field. 

 

 

Michael Puett is Assistant Professor of Early Chinese History at Harvard University. He 

received his Ph.D in 1994 from the Department of Anthropology at the University of Chicago . 

His research interests focus primarily on the intellectual and cultural history of early China. 

 

 

Christopher Queen is Lecturer on the Study of Religion and Dean of Students for Continuing 

Education in the Faculty of Arts and Sciences at Harvard University. His degrees in the history 

and philosophy of religion are from Oberlin College, Union Theological Seminary, and Boston 

University. Dr. Queen is co-editor and author of Engaged Buddhism: Buddhist Liberation 

Movement in Asia (1996), American Buddhism: Methods and Findings in Recent Scholarship 

(1998), and Engaged Buddhism in the West (Wisdom Publications, forthcoming). 

 

 

Steven Rockefeller is a Professor of Religion at Middlebury College in Vermont where he 

formerly served as Dean of the College. He received his Master of Divinity from Union 

Theological Seminary in New York City and his Ph.D. in the philosophy of religion from 

Columbia University. He is the author of John Dewey: Religious Faith and Democratic 

Humanism (Columbia, 1991), and Spirit and Nature: Why the Environment is a Religious Issue 

(Beacon, 1992). His essays have been published in a number of books and journals. Over the 

past decade, his work has given special attention to the interrelationship of democracy, ecology, 

and religious faith. He is currently coordinating the drafting of the Earth Charter for the Earth 

Charter Commission and Earth Council. 

 

 

William Ryan is a Canadian Jesuit priest with a special interest in the relationship between 

science, religion, and economic development. Presently he is Special Advisor to IDRC 

(International Development Research Centre, Ottawa) on a research project entitled, "Science, 

Religion, and Development." He did the initial research for this project, now published by IDRC 

in Culture, Spirituality, and Economic Development: Opening a Dialogue (1994). He was the 

founding Director of the Center of Concern, Washington, D.C. He holds an M.A. in labor 

relations from St. Louis University, a licentiate in theology from the College St. Albert, and a 

Ph.D. in economic development from Harvard University. His publications include The Clergy 

and Economic Growth in Quebec (1966) and World Faiths and New World Order (1977), which 

he co-edited. 

 

 

Jame Schaefer received her Ph.D. in Systematic Theology and Ethics. Schaefer teaches courses 

relating theology and the natural sciences at Marquette University after an extensive career as an 



environmental activist. She was an appointee to Archdiocese of Milwaukee and the State of 

Wisconsin commissions pertaining to energy and ecological problems and consultant to 

governments on environmental conflict resolution strategies. She is in the process of completing 

an anthology of texts from the Patristic and Medieval periods which suggest promising theistic 

foundations for environmental ethics. 

 

 

Juliet Schor is the author of the best-selling book The Overworked American: The Unexpected 

Decline of Leisure and, more recently, The Overspent American. She is an economist who has 

taught at Harvard University since 1984 and is currently Senior Lecturer and Acting Chair of the 

Women's Studies program at Harvard. She is also Professor of the Economics of Leisure at 

Tilburg University, Netherlands. She earned her B.A. from Wesleyan University and her Ph.D. 

from the University of Massachusetts. She was a 1995 Guggenheim Fellow for work on a project 

entitled "New Analyses of Consumer Behavior." She has also been a Brookings Research 

Fellow, a Research Associate for the United Nations, and a consultant to the Human 

Development Report. Schor is a founding member of American Dream. She has been a 

columnist for Z Magazine. 

 

 

Steven Shaw has been director of the Jewish Theological Seminary's Department of Community 

Education for the past twelve years. Previously, he was director of the Radius Institute, a 

program and policy planning center at the CUNY Graduate School. Shaw is a founder of the 

Coalition on the Environment and Jewish Life and has been a long-time student of field botany, 

forest ecology and human/nature relationships. 

 

 

Alwi Shihab received his Ph.D. from Temple University and is currently a visiting scholar at the 

Center for the Study of World Religions. While at the Center he will completing the final chapter 

of his book, American Students' Perceptions of Islam, and translating from Arabic to English his 

book, Islamic Mysticism and Its Impact on Indonesian Society. Shihab will also be teaching two 

courses at Harvard, "Islamic Mysticism" and "Islamic Law and Ethics," during the 1998-99 

academic year. 

 

 

Larry D. Shinn received his B.A. from Baldwin Wallace College in 1964, his B.D. from Drew 

Theological School in 1968, and his Ph.D. in History of Religions from Princeton University in 

1972. He taught religion and humanities courses at Oberlin College from 1970-1983. At 

Bucknell University, Shinn served as Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences from 1984 to 

1989 and as Vice President for Academic Affairs from 1989 to 1994. He became the eighth 

president of Berea College in August, 1994. Berea is a non-sectarian Christian liberal arts college 

in Berea, Kentucky, whose primary mission is to serve the economically disadvantaged youth of 

the Southern Appalachian region and beyond. He is the author of two books: Two Sacred 

Worlds: Experience and Structure in the World Religions and The Dark Lord: Cult Images and 

the Hare Krishnas in America.  

  

 



Otto Solbrig is currently Bussey Professor of Biology at Harvard University. He received his 

Ph.D. from the University of California and an M.A. honoris causa, from Harvard University. 

Solbrig was elected fellow of the Third World Academy of Sciences in 1996, was a Guggenheim 

Fellow in 1975, and was elected fellow of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences in 1974. 

His research interests include population ecology, biodiversity, evolution and ecology of desert, 

savanna, and forest floor plants, natural resources and land use, especially use of renewable 

resources of Latin America. Some of his most recent publications include Biodiversity and 

Savanna Ecosystem Processes (with E. Medina and J.F. Silva, 1995), So Shall You Reap: 

Farming and Crops in Human Affairs (with D.J. Solbrig, 1994), and Savanna Management for 

Ecological Sustainability, Economic Profit, and Social Equity (1993). 

 

 

Leslie Sponsel (Ph.D. Cornell 1981) is Professor of Anthropology at the University of Hawaii, 

Honolulu, where he directs the ecological anthropology concentration. He has conducted 

research on the cultural ecology of the subsistence hunting and fishing of several indigenous 

societies in the Venezuela Amazon during several trips from 1974-1981. Since 1986 he has been 

working in southern Thailand comparing the cultural ecology of adjacent Buddhist and Muslim 

communities, and as a Fulbright Fellow during the summers of 1994-95 he initiated a long-term 

research project on the role of sacred places in biodiversity conservation in Thailand. Among 

other publications, Sponsel is editor of the book Indigenous Peoples and the Future of 

Amazonia: An Ecological Anthropology of an Endangered World (1995) and coeditor with 

Thomas Headland and Robert Bailey of Tropical Deforestation: The Human Dimension (1996). 

 

 

Poranee Natadecha-Sponsel is an Academic Officer for Professional Studies and Adjunct 

Professor at Chaminade University, Honolulu, Hawaii. She teaches courses in philosophy, world 

religions, Zen Buddhism, sociology of family and marriage, and gender. Her research interests 

include Buddhist ecology, ecofeminism, women and economic development, and environmental 

issues in Thailand. She holds an M.A. in Philosophy from Ohio University and the Ed.D. in 

Educational Foundations from the University of Hawaii. 

 

 

Stephen Stamos is Presidential Professor of Economics and International Relations at Bucknell 

University. He received his B.A. from San Diego State University in Social Science, an M.S. 

from Wright State University in Social and Applied Economics, and a Ph.D. from the Union 

Institute in Political Economy. Some of his publications include International Economic Policy: 

Beyond the Trade and Debt Crisis (1989) and Energy Economics: Theory and Policy (1987).  

 

 

Virginia Straus is Executive Director of the Boston Research Center for the 21st Century. 

Founded in September 1993 by a Buddhist peace activist, Daisaku Ikeda, the Center fosters 

dialogue among scholars and activists on common values across cultures and religions. Human 

rights, nonviolence, ecological harmony and economic justice are focal points of the Center's 

work. Ms. Straus is a public policy specialist who formerly directed the Pioneer Institute, a state 

and local policy think tank in Boston, which she helped to establish in 1987. She also worked for 

nine years in Washington, DC, serving first as a legislative researcher in the House of 



Representatives and as a financial analyst in the Treasury Department and then later as an urban 

policy aide in the Carter White House. 

 

 

Lawrence Sullivan is director of the Center for the Study of World Religions, Harvard Divinity 

School. He took his Ph.D. in the history of religions from the University of Chicago, under the 

direction of Victor Turner and Mircea Eliade, and later taught on the faculty there. He has special 

research interest in the religious life of native peoples of South America, about which he wrote a 

book entitled Icanchu's Drum which was awarded a prize for the best book in philosophy and 

religion from the Association of American Publishers, and lived among the Nahuatlecos in the 

state of Hidalgo in Mexico. He edited the Encyclopedia of Religion published by Macmillan. He 

has served as President of the American Academy of Religions, the 8,000-member professional 

organization of those who teach about religion in North American colleges and universities. 

 

 

Donald Swearer is the Charles and Harriet Cox McDowell Professor of Religion at Swarthmore 

College, where he teaches courses in Asian and comparative religions. He was the Numata 

Visiting Professor of Buddhist Studies at the University of Hawaii in 1993 and a Guggenheim 

Fellow in 1994. His recent publications include The Buddhist World of Southeast Asia (SUNY 

Press, 1995) and The Legend of Queen Cama (SUNY, 1998). 

 

 

Gary Tabor is Executive Director of the Center for Conservation Medicine (CCM), a newly 

established interdisciplinary health and environmental collaborative with Tufts University 

School of Veterinary Medicine, Wildlife Preservation Trust International (WPTI), and Harvard 

Medical School's Center for Health and the Global Environment. As part of its mission, CCM 

focuses on the animal and human health impacts of the global loss of biodiversity and the 

degradation of the biosphere. Tabor is trained as a wildlife veterinarian (University of 

Pennsylvania) and an ecologist (Yale University School of Forestry and Environmental Studies). 

He has done international conservation work for more than a decade in Africa and Latin 

American countries. He has also served as a biodiversity consultant to the World Bank, U.S. 

A.I.D., the Swedish International Development Authority, and the Danish Ministry of 

Environment and Energy. Prior to his work at Tufts, Tabor served as Environmental Program 

Officer of the Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation in New Jersey and Associate Director of the 

Henry P. Kendall Foundation in Boston. He is a recipient of a Henry Luce Scholars award and a 

member of Phi Zeta, the national veterinary honor society. 

 

 

Ines Talamantez is a professor in the department of religion at University of California, Santa 

Barbara. She has undertaken field studies among server American Indian nations and has 
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