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_ Mmam MacGrlhs is.a member of thei o
‘Dominican Sisters.of Caldwell, New .Jer-"

. Farmy; which sheco- -founded-in 1980 with
the sponsorshtp of her'congregation. Gen- .
esis Farm i§ an ecolog:cal Ieammg center
and’ commumty garden, farmed’ biody-
" namically; in tune with the rhythms of the
-world. The farm pmwdes @ setting. for.
people 1o come and consider the pressmg

" ethical and ecological guestions of ‘our
time. Sister Miriam sees the world stand- .
ing at a dangerous _crossroads; with
mankind’s toxic ways critically hamper-
ing our own path-toward life, health.and .
healing. She lectures widely on the issués

. she discusses m thrs mterwew with Aéres . -
U.S.A. :

stter Mzrmm MacGzllzs

ACRES U.S.A. Let's begm with Genesis Farm. How :

did it come to be‘7

MACGILLIS. Genesis Farm came to the Domlmcan';

sisters in the will.of Rupert and Mary von Beckman, a

wealthy German baron and his wife. We- have: tried to
create an ccological center that is-a safe place for peo-

ple to come and ask some of the deeper questlons about
the meaning of our culture — where we-are going,.our
ecological impact, what is happening o people and
basic freedoms, the loss of farms, and the loss. of farm-

ers. We have moved toward. creatmg an’ acadermc pto-

grarm, through affiliation"with several universities, and -
can now-offer 15 graduate, credits in what we call Earth:
Literacy. In addition, we try to be a presence in the local -

community through a community. supported garden (or - -

CSAY which has about 200 shareholders and that has . .

been in operatron about 13 years now.

ACRES U.S.A: Shareholders pay a certain amount of
money each year? :

MACGILLIS. Yes The amount is based on ouf actual'
operatmg cost, whrch mcludes every smgle 1tem neces-::.r '

- solution that, since ! this was their .

| “They came up ‘with thelr own

invest. init mstead ;of?-taktng outa

_mortgage ora loan and rnvestmg
in a bank or an-economic system
that IS gomg to go elsewhere

sary to Taise. the food mcludmg wages and beneﬁts for

. the farmers, which we aré trying to raise mcrementally c
_'to make their livelihood sustainable. A budget is created
*by the. gardeners and a core group of committed share~ .~
holders,-and that is: d1v1ded equally among the share-

holders

ACRES U S A How long is the garden s season‘?

MACGILLIS The garden is open 50 weeks a-yéar. In."

.1992, the shareholders and gardeners decided to create

“a root cellar because they wanted fo-be able to have an -

‘éxtended séason. They also wanted to plant an orchard,

- and ‘there ‘was no place: 1o store things. They-came up -
with the idea of creating a root cellar and a larger strac-. . -

~agriculture: here. | riever dreamed
“that we would be lucky enough to

. ture over:that as their garden shed. The most amazing

thing happened with that. One of the shareholders was
a contractor and he said, “If you 're willing to help, I'll-

organize a four-day barn raisirig. Bring food and tools
and I'll get everybody into teams. We'll have this well-
. designed structure” Basically, that is what happened.

. The cost for materials, $38,000, was generated by the -
, shareholders after a’lot’ of deliberation.. They came up

-withi their wn solution that, since this was their garden.-
: and food system, .why not investin it instead of taking -
out a: mortgage or.a loan and investing in a: bank or.an:: ::
. ~€CONOITHC: system that IS gomg to 20 elsewhere 'I'hey :

"""ACRES US A. How drd you decrde to have a cornmu _
: mty garden‘? : .

o ,;;MACGILLIS Blodyn mi
_' .. ments. my own perception of
.. ganism with a deep- spirjtual: dimension. The:study-and *
new. science or <. -
_ new cosmology, which has-been articulated cledrly for

MACGILLIS .Our’ garden has been m operatron ahout

13 years,-and we. cdme in- at the very beginning. of the:

_' ! mioveémerit’ in th:s country In fact, I think-there were: ..

- only six.other CSAs inthe states when we heard about -
- jt; Heinz ‘Thomet, a bicdynamic farmer from Switzer-"

land, had joined us in 1986, and he put in the first bio-
dynamic garden. At the end of that season he was.irying
1o sell that food from a little stand up on the road. Tt be- -

‘came clear that in this preserit. market system it is im-
_ '_possrble to Bet atrue ‘value for the food that you grow,. .

because you will always:be underpriced by the super-

| market in-the larger system. ‘At the end of that season
- we saw the first articles.on community supported agri-- -
culivre and a film. called It 's About. More Than Just Veg-
. etables, and we got excited. We. put out a flyer to peo-
- ple- who ‘were affiliated: w1th thé farm. We put out the
“core idea .and invited people to have a meeting. The
" house was packed with people who were mterested and
- that very day we 51gned up 70 famllres ’

.'ACRES US. A Drd the famthes help w1th the garden-
O ,mg" : .

MACGILLIS No they Jomed as shareholders: They, ‘
formed.a core group immediately. It took a couple of

‘years to really be up and runmng But it has eontlnued '

o evolve smce the fitst. year

-ACRES U S Al You gardened b1odyna1mcally from the

beginning; how did-you decide that? -

, MACGILLIS I heard about brodynarmc agrtculture in

the 1970s when I was involved in the issues of world
hunger.. It 'was a new_ concept: to me then. I was so

touched by the beauty and spiritual dimension of it.

When Genesis Farm- got started, 1 kept: hoping we
would find a way to.do biodynamic agriculture here. I

‘never dreamed that we would be lucky enough to have
. - somebody walk down the drive and be willing to do it
e and a slulled farrner at that That 5 what happened

“When GeneSis Farm got

started, | kept hoping we would
find a way to.do blodynamlc

have somebody walk down the

~drive-and be willingto do it — -

and a skilI.ed.':‘?f,atmetet'ftha_t._;” o

-:ACRES US A Why were you hopmg so much for :
3 btodyamrcs‘? 3 : B

exploration: of what may,be called th

me through the: works’ of Thomas Berry and -Brian.

-+ ‘Swimme, demonstrates’ that.from: the very begmmng‘
:-Earth has had a deep bto—sprntual dimension that has
‘been evolving along with:its physical dimension. I first

heard Thomas Berry in 1977, and that experience bad a

profound effect on my- “life:-and -on the beginnings of o
‘Genesis Farm. What I knew about brodynamtcs was that

shand - coniple-?
‘as.a living or-
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it was an approach 10 plants, soils; microbes and the
land as a living organism that was as spiritual-as it was
physical. It was an instinctd
proprlate and very beauttful way to farm.

“What t knew about
biodynamics was that it Was%-
an approach to plants, soils,”
microbes and the land as a hvmg
organism that was as spmtuat
as it was physical. It was an
instinctual feeling that it was an
approprlate and very beautn‘ut
way to farm.”

ACRES US.A: -Pe,opte, sometimes think ‘biodynamic

farming is akin to witchcraft. Does ‘it ever feel in'con-
flict with your background to be practlcm g thls alchemy
on the land?

MACGILLIS. I haver’t found any conflict at all, When

T read Rudolf Steiner’s cosmology and:some. of his
ideas about the origin of the world, I get into territory

that I don’t understand. But.in terms of - the -application-

of his understandings of . a ‘spifitually-based universe, ..
Earth and human, they are very much in synch'with the. -
way I think the contemporary scientific story of the uni-- -

. “verse actually works. For both Steiner and people who

might adhere to the new cosmology, there is no contra-

diction between a divine creator or.divine: being, Itisn’t:
the nature of science to explore:that question;. Science -
can only explore the phenomenal wotld. The phenome-
nal world, as we are-discavering-it, has-a deep, inner,
mysterious, spiritual dimension. T.think that’s what is so.
exciting for me as a Christian, because it breaks apart,
or helps resolve, the dualities that have been so mucha

part of the Western world’s view of reality, which sees

- only humans as having a spiritual dimension.. Every-‘

thing that isn’t human — animals; plants,.fish, birds,
water — was traditionally believed to be-simply-a phys-
ical material reality. That just doesn’t hold anymore and
it is very liberating to realize that.

“The phenomenal world, as we
are discovering it, has a'deep |
inner, mysterious; spiritual

dimension. | thlnk that's what is so

exGiting for me as a Christian,
because it breaks apart, or hetps

resolve, the dualities that have = -

been so much-apart of the: -+~
Western world's view of reality, . -
which sees-only-humans-as-

eling that it was an ap- '

'solar system came to

' the mﬁmte

ACRES U.S.A. Is that what is meant by the new cos-

mology, what you ]ust descrlbed'7 o

MACGILLIS. Yés. As & harnan specres we hiave Te:”
cently ‘acquired and created these instrumients that have -
expanded our senses. You- creaté the Hubbie telescope :
put it on'a'spacecraft and send it out into the farreaches °
of our galaxy. It expands the human eye. What is given -
back comes to the eye which registers and interprets-
the image. We are seeing what no human beings have'

ever seen, not'only in tHe o outer world, bBut ‘at the sub-

atomic level. No human eye has ever gone msrde the-

. atom:. These mstruments Aare: g1v1ng us evrdence that the
atom s really a casing,.a vessel, that contains ‘another
umiverse inside of it. The'spaces and the activity in'there

“are immensely ‘revealing of a depth of mystery ‘that =

- we've never been able to-look at before. When we think

about the new cosmology, it is this ability to move back
into time and space-and recount, in a kind of story form,
how the universe actuaily came to be some 12 to 15 bil-

- lion. years ago. We have:new ideas about the sequence
. of changes it has gone through 10  become ‘more com- -
- plex — from:the’ initial fireball'or elementary particles,

to the shaping. of stars and galaxres We understand the

lifetime"of :a; star and how: certain: stars, when they’ve
used up their energy, go through another phase change
_cafled a supernova, that brings forth new atomic éle-
" -‘ments and: scatters them Antospace.. That .is how our,
o All of the chemicals-that we -
“talk -about as. bemg elements in the Earth. were shaped.—' N

inside a Supernova, Wthh is itself connected back to the

. original fireball. It-is a_sequence -of events, and you.

can't slop any of them: ‘We never knéw that. We thought
‘the universe was ready—made all finished and furnished
and we were putiinto-it. It was 1mposs1ble to know it .
earlier. That’s what. we mean by'the new cosmology

The most 1mportant part is ‘that if the Earth is alive'and
the human is the Earth at a more complex. form, then.
Earth-human-universe is one reality, It’s 4 developmen— .
tal precess. . The human, you could say, is the universe

15 billion years later, thmkmg about itself.
ACRES U S. A Those are very large ideas to consider.
MACGILLIS ‘They sure are, in every possrb!e wa

Thereis.no way we w1]] ever understand:this or exhau
[ ensmns of it. It’s amazmg

3

ACRES U.S:A. Let s refurn to the farm There are 200
subscnbers do they have dutles‘? :

MACGIL IS Our present model has four full—ttme.f':
: gardeners ~'two men-and two women, This: year we:

are hoping for two interns. Basically, the actual physi- -
cal work of growmg ‘and harvesting the food is done. by
therm. There is a distribution of food to the shareholders

- two days a week. On those days, volunteers may come’
in - and help ‘with ‘the harvestmg, baggmg, sorting or

whatever, because :t is always: done fresh. But if not, it

' falls on the gardeners and anyone else here to do-that -
work. There are usually volunteer greeters in the distri--

bution shed on .pick-up day to answer questions and
share menus, especially to orient new people. There is'a
playground, a lrbrary and resource center, and people
can-take walks in the woods or have prcmcs it is often

a social time for shareholders. There is a very lovely

community-based spirit that has been generating over
these years.

~ ACRESUSA. You don't raise animals on the farm?

MACGILLIS No we . don’ { have antmals Ttis strlctly '
vegetables fru1ts herbs and flowers. We experlmented]
s about three’ years ago with one cow, a lovely little Jer-

sey.- But the gardener -who was interested in . bemg
herdsman; he and. hisw1fe ]USt had a baby, and it was

- justtoo demandmg. We, were thmkmg of having a com-:-

mumty-supported darry, where a number of sharéhold- -
ers would buya. share in:the cow and then Matt ‘would*

take care of the cow ‘and milk her. Tt lasted for a s¢ason

and we just- loved 1t but it doesu t:seem to be the nght
time for that now :

ACRES U. S.A Tell usra 11ttle about the learmng center,__

began to° gather Tesources and pull together a realIy

library, ‘We ran shert” courses, weekénd “seéminars and;‘i"
day-long programs in natural foods cooking;’ s1mp11fy

ing lifestyles, and ‘various related issues. But always it

was the exploration’ of the new cosmology that” Was_.
foundational to 41l the rest. In 1990, we acquired”an--
other house on the land. That made it poss1ble forusto .
run some residential programs. From 1990t0°1993, we‘”j :
did two, six-week programs a year. Students were wel-
come to come in and study the new: story: as well as a;
- kind of bioregional context for rethinking ‘economics; -

housmg, agnculture and all of our human acttvmes _
_Then ‘a.group-of compamons in higher education; ‘with
whom Thad been meeting for séveral years; éncouraged
me to'try to getan academrc status for it, and T'did.

ACRES U:S.A. Is the course the same whether you'
. come here for college credit or not?

MACGILLIS Yes, the course is the same: Youhave: to
write . papers and do the documentation for college

- credit. It is actually one course of study called “Explor-
1ng the Sacred Universe,” and it is an irnmersion expe-
rience. We have been experimenting with dlfferent time
frarnes of two-and three weeks. You need time'to pro-
‘cess a lot of it'because it is not _]ust about the-head; it is
thie heart and lots Of time spent in the natural world. The
program runs-three times a year. When we do it in the
fall; it is followed by 10 more weeks, and thatis what
we call our 12-week resideritial prograim, for ‘which a
student can get 15 graduate credits. -

" ACRES U.S.A."A lot of tiries when we talk about or-
- ganic.or sustairiable agriculture, wé're: sort of told it’s
“fine on a'small scale but it will never work in‘ the “real’
world” of feeding people. What is you answer to that? .

MACGILLIS. There'is more ideology being practiced

in the present system that says that less-than 2 percent

of the world’s people.can grow foad for all the others.

That is the belief that chemicals and technology are an

appropriate way to feed the world. Basically, it is ex-

~ tracting froni the Earth itself the fundamentals out of .’
.~ which the Earth grows thé food: Itis a practice that can-

'_ not be sustained; no matter ‘what you-do: To return to
- sustainable practices like ‘drganic or biodynamic farm-
ing is- really the only ‘viable ‘way. In-order for that to
- happen, many. more people ‘are going- o have to- come

" ‘back to'the land and engage in that as a way of life that -
~enables the Faith'as well as the ‘farmer t0 prosper, be-
cause, ultimately, if the soils; water'and air are explmted

B -and extractéd, there will‘be o food. for -anybody. Tt is-
< hard to be sustainable on a large scale. T think that there

_' are experiments where it.is happening on farms up to - i

.21,000 acres; but I don’t think it is sustiinable in the long
run. It’s obvious that there has to bé'a major shift in the
~way people think. about farming. In the present culture,

fanmn g 1s 80 devalued and’ consrdered a professmn with
young people don t want to.go into it. But I thmk with
‘the new understandmgs about the nature, of reality, the
nature of the. universe and soils, and-our- understandm g

« that Earth is alive, farming can be rethought of as one of

the -most mystical, fulfilling and beautiful vocations
anyone could respond to.-It is really all in -your per-
spective. Major work hias'to happen in the shlftmg of
our attitudes; but it has to happen anyway '

“It's obvious that there has to be |
“a major shift in the way people
-~ think about farming. Inthe .
present culture, farming is so
devalued and considered a - .
- profession with so little dtgmty o
understanding- that it is no Wender?‘
young. people dont wanttogo .

‘ACRES USA s that part of the work that you seef'
Genesis Farm’ accomphshmg through your. CSA and the
Earth Lrteracy program’?

MACGILLIS That is what WE, asprre to But we. real- s
. ize Ahar many people orgamzatlons céntérs, farmers; *
‘and associations-of farmiers are trying to shift attitudes
“all across the -planet: The farmers have-always known
this in a-eal sense: It is just that'in:the more urban as-.

see next page
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pect of our culture, as we are further removed from the

soil and the natural world, there is this perception we

can be liberated from the conditions in which life has
held us and that working with the soil is sort of an im-
prisonment. But that is only a perception. If you believe
it, you get what you believe. -

ACRES U.S.A. There is an activist side to all zof this for

you, What do you see as the connections between ethics

and activism in relation to farming and food?

MACGILLIS. The story of the universe and the story
of the living Earth,.and our embeddedness in it; helps
us to understand basic principles and dynamics that
have guided the universe, Earth and the whole natural
world from the beginning until now. It is clear that our

industrial model is violating these basic principlés and
.. causing unbelievable disruption to life. To say that the

human species has-to correct itself is almost an vnder-
statement, but it is so clear we are the problem. I don’t
believe it is because we are evil, but because we:.have
a belief system that is just not in synch with the way
things really are. We can self-correct, but only with
understanding and freedom. Education is more vital
now than it has ever been, because the stakes are so

high. Any study we do here, or any engagement with '’

these ideas, leads to the mevrtable need to transform
our culture, our belief systems, and our behavior, be-
cause our attachment.to the current model is so deep
that we have to reinvent most of our cultural ideas and
our institutions; Thomas Berry keeps saying we are
the only species that invents itself. In other words; our
DNA has shaped our makeup as it has shaped the
makeup of the maple tree, the comn, or the chimpanzee,
but the hurnan-species has been mandated by the uni-
verse to move to another dimension of capacity, which
is self-reflective awareness. We don’t just create our
culture out of a determined DNA coding, we are en-

gaged in creating that. The kind of cultural beliefs we

have had for the last several thousand years were
based on the behef that we were separate from every-
thing else. We are dlSCOVCl‘ll’lg that -we are not, so we

_ have to reinvent how to.do economics, agneulture ed-

ucation and all of our activities.

“ltis clear that our industrial
model is violating these basic -
principles and causing ~
unbelievable disruption to life. To
say that the human species has
to correct itself is_.almost an
understatement, but it is so clear
we are the problem.”

ACRES U.S.A. You belong to an organization called

Food and Water. What do they do?

MACGILLIS. Foed and Water Inc. has been a very
successful grassroots advocacy group in defense of the
planet’s food and water supply. It was started by a
New Jersey physician, Dr. Walter Bernstein, who was
a very good friend of Genesis Farm, a founding mem-

ber of our board, and a dear friend. Food and Water-

was created as a response to an effort on the part of the
PDepartment of Energy to come into New Jersey’s Ap-
palachian ridge and to mine it for uranium. Uranium

mining was slated to happen here in this densely pop- -

ulated part of our continent. Wally almost singlehand-
edly organized people all around the state to prevent
that from happening. Around the same time, it became

known that the Department of Energy, with the De-

partment of Agriculture, was-promoting the irradiation
of the nation’s food supply. In other words, the cost of
containing radioactive waste at both the civilian and
military bases was growing exponentially. Waste was
a major problem. The solution to that problem was 1o
sell off the radioactive waste. Private industry would

| then as 4ll'the food came out of
‘the farms of the United States, it
would go-to-a local center where

~ take the-radioaetive.waste — aﬁd'- whit was proposed
at the time was about 200 irradiation plants-across the
“ United States'— and-then as all the food-came-out-of

the farms of thé United States, it would“go-fo a-local
center where it would be blasted with radloacuve iso-
topes .

‘,‘Privete industry would take the
radioactive:waste — and what
was proposed at the time was -
about 200 irradiation: plant-s‘- .
across the United States — and -

it-would be blasted wrth
radroaetrve rsotopes

At

it.

ACRES US.A. It'mli"rors't}"ie praciiee 'bégon' after the
. second World War, which brought us-this - surplus in
_chemicals that 'we decided to-slather ‘on-our farmiland,
- and now atomic waste has found-another agricultural

use.

MACGILLIS. It is indicative of how totally discon-
“nected we are from Earth that we would take the most

poisonous substance that we know of and pass our food
in front of it- It is pretty scary and it is rearing its ugly
head again. Our government is pro food irradiation. in

order to deal with the outbreaks of bacteria and viruses”
. and the E:.coli-in-our nation’s ‘meat. We are’not- ad--
" dressing the-basic issues of containment tood: lots; _the:, _

use of antlblotlcs and hormones; the ﬁlthy, disgusting

conditions in the slaughter-houses, and the lack of reg-
ulation. Rather than dealing with the problem, we want -

to cover it up on another level with somethmg that is
even worse than“the first. Wally Bernstein ‘said -it-is

- naive to think that citizens are going to stop somethmg
like this by lobbying legislatures. Look at'every one of -
. the mainline-environmental groups in this country; they

raise millionis every year to lobby Congress on behalf of

‘the natural world; and the state of things is worse today’

than it was 20 years ago. Why do we keep making the

“same: mistake? His strategy was, don’t think you are
- going to stop food irradiation by going to Congress.

Congress is already in the hands of the corporatiotis.

The only way to stop it is if you go directly to the cor- .-
porations as cohsumers and say, “If you irradiate your

hamburgers, we will not eat them.” You get thousarids
and thousands of irate people going to Tyson’s chicken

to say, “We love your chrckeu you irradiate it and we'll ™

never buy from-you again” That is what has stopped

foed irradiation so successfully. Tt is- amazing how that -

strategy works, and it’s the basic approach of Food and
Water — going nght tothe prodiicer, They would get all

of the trade magazines so they knew everythmg that was -

going to happen and were there’ ahead of the.. corpora-
tions, S T

ACRES U S.A. They functzoned smular]y to'a watch—'_'-
~dog group. T S

MACGILLIS. Tt was watchdog biit trery much activist.
Wally Bernstéin diéd. three years ago, and Food and

“Water has taken-a'major shift. It is not doing that kind -
" of constant activism any longer Iis journal has tarned to
~ more of an analysis of the issues. While they are cer-
-+ tainly promoting activism, they feel that without deeper
: phﬂosophmal understandmgs and without the alterna-

tives in place, the industry is too powerfu} dt this point
_for any group to stop-it. Now it is more getting to the
heart of the matter and trying to generate thinking about

ACRES USA. You are also in'vo'lved'in Baith Saveé? 7
MACGILLIS I’m on-the adv1sory boarcl of Earth

Save, which is a-foundation that ‘was created by John
Robbins of Baskm Robbins ice cream fortune. He is the

- . -author,of Diet for a New America. Earth Save is pro-ac-
" tive in ‘promioting a plant-based di¢i for the American

people and demonstrating that the planet cannot sustain
an animai-based diet either in’terms of a planet of six

" billion human beings having equal acéess to-food, or in
terms of the health of people; given thie present state of

animal food production and factory farms. The amount

‘of Tand and water it -takes - economically can’t be sus-
' tained;: and: the ‘bottomi-line is that ecologically it can’t

be-sustained: We'try 1o help people understand that a

~ plant-based diet is: healthy and de11c1ous It is not a sac-
nﬁce 1t sa wm-wm Sll"llatIOI'l

ACRES U S A When we. spoke earher you mentioned
the ‘genetically-engineered: salmon -that escaped their

‘pens-and arenow free with the wild salmon.

MACGILLIS. It’s a poignant example of what is hap-
pening as corporations have been given permission to
experiment with genétically altered organisms and just
put them out there into the global commons: The traits
that are going out there are forever. The rest of the crea-.
tures-can’t distinguish between a genetically altered or
true creature. They simply -are becoming sub]ected to

_the Most: intrusive : haman interference, marring the in-",
'tegnty of the orgamsm ‘The salmon story- is powerful
‘becaunsethe salmon, in s¢-inany cultures, is'such a spir-

itnal symbol. Tt réveals in its life pattern deep teachings

‘of the nature of what it is to:livein a world where we -

give ourselves over to the common good and that there
is a'certain-ethic-or fulfillment in that. The question is, -

“What happens to'the salmon when they no longer know
how to-:go~upstream - and return to' their place and
'Spawn'?

; “lt’s a.pcjignahtexample'of what
is happening.as corporations
have been given permission to

‘experiment with genetically

altered organisms and just put
them out there into the global
commons. The traits that are

‘goir’r'g out there are forever.;”

Congress IS already rn the
hands ofithe corporatrons The
only way to stop-itis if-you go
directly to the corporetrons as
consumers and say; 'If you -

‘irradiate your hamburgers we

will not eat them

ACRES USA “Your thmkmg about this is not just

‘about fish 'and animals, biit-also the: seeds that we are al-
* - -tering now over at Monsanio and places like that. What

do you say to people whio make the argilment that these
geneticadlly ‘modified materials-are going to save the -

g world from disease, thai this is the way we ‘will feed our

starving people?

. ‘MACGILLIS. The first ifesijonse: I have is that we

" ‘can-feed the starving people right now, and we have

“been.able:to do'it for:as long as I can remember. I be-

camie-involved in-world hunger issues in the early
1970s, and we could feed the world: then Ttisn’'ta
question of quantity of food; ; it is a question-of polit-
ical will to do a different distribution and a different
approach to the nature of food and to ask the question,
Does everyone have a right to food? Is food simply a
commodlty, and if you don’t have money you don’t
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have the right? It 1s a deep philosophical, ethical
question, and it has somethmg to do with your orjen-

tation to the world, to existence. For anyone to- argue.
that genetic modification is the answer to- hungeris an *
outright Iie that flies in the face of all the evidence of
the last decades. I don’i beli¢ve that any-more than I -
believe the sky is green. Secondly, that’s a’ ‘soke-" -
screen to silence those who' would be raising’ deeper’

issues. Publi¢ relations firms have been hired. since
Monsanto suffered such a blow with the European re-

best way to discredit anyone is 10 say that they don’t
want to-feed the world or they don’t want to cure sick
children in Africa. Well, we could be curing sick chil-

dren in Africa with a quinine-tablet or an iodine

tablet; that’s all people have ever niceded for many of
the diseases that kill people. It’s a lie, and someone
needs to say, “You are lying.” We need to ask these
corporations, “Who gave you the authority-to. aiter

iife? Who gave you perrmssnon? Who gave you the.

global commons of air, soil, water and all the incred-
ible diversity of life and the integrity of all the living
‘species?” Just because a company changes something
one little iota, they now cla1m to own it and can patent
it and claim intellectual property rights. It is a big lie.

It is just the most outrageously arrogant thing. I'mnot -

saying that people who work in those companies are

arrogant, many of themm’ beheve in ‘what they ‘are

doing.

~ “ltisn'ta question-of quantlty of -
- food; it is a question of political
- will to do a different distribution.

and a different approach to the
nature of food and to ask the
question, Does everyone have a
right to food? Is food simply a

commodity, and if you don't have -

money you don't have the right?”

~economic self-interest, has transcended th
local and regional people,’ ethicists, of even’ nauon—’-j
state governments, That is scary-in the: face: of the fu-
ture of democracy, and it is even more scary m the" '
3MACGILLIS The farmer has a- pnestly role Rudolf :
" ~:Steiner realized that the Earth was growing the food;

: ACRES US A. .Can you 1mag1ne people oming back
.-“to farming in large .enough numbers that fas

INTE RVI EW |

“How can you understand the

-own it; the argu_ment is. so
'lnadequate it-just llmps

back: We have no answer's. There is a laWsuit 1o go

back through' the process by which the Department of

Agriculture gave approvals for the field testing of mil- -

lions of acres of genetlcaliy altered plants. We are re-
alizing the terrible science. that was actuaily done by
Monsanto and Novartis, and their own scientists were.
blowing the whistle: Now. we ‘are learning -about the
complicity between. the: ‘corporations, the Department
of Agriculture, the EPA and the Food and Drug Ad-

* ministration, and realizing this was all orchestrated. .
Look at how much-altéred material is out there al-"
ready and how much is in.the:pollen. It’s another in- -

dication of how rapidly science technology, driy

face of the future of 11fe

‘munities like Genesis Farmi exist on a larg
people once agam g0 to their local farm an

MACGILLIS 1 can env1s1o :
models that already exist:. Inner-

extraordinary neighborhood community gardens ‘that

are absolutely, outrageously gorgeous.and productive

" and community-building. You can go to California,

where they have mandated that every single elemen-

tary school make gardening a component of the cur--
" riculum; -and-every: school will ‘have .a'.garden: - Alice -
Waters, whoris one of the most rénowned chefs-in: the. "
© world, initiated ‘a -community” garden Vf,or ‘children, -
Katherine Sneed in California works with inmates and -

ACRES US.A. How do you think we can better ap-
proach the sitvation?

MACGILLIS. What I find lacking is a cosrnological'
" context. When ¥ read the arguments about the appro-

priateness of deing genefic engineering from an ethi-

cal point of view, it always has the human as center.- .
In other words, will we be just, will we give equitable

payment, will we compensate other humans for what
we are doing? There is no foundational context,

which from my pérspectivé has to be a cosmological -

one. How can you understand the morality of chang-

ing DNA without understanding how DNA came to

be? And if you only begin with whether humans own
it or don’t own it, the argument is so'inadequate it just
limps. Biogenetic engineering is a threshold that,
once crossed over, it will not be possible to come

“We need to ask these
corporations, ‘Who gave you the
authority to alter life? Who gave
you permission? Who gave you
the global commons of air, soil,
water and all the incredible

diversity of life and the integrity of

all the living species?”

-“lnner-—Clty'Phlladelphdia has

- extraordinary neighbor‘hood '
ccommunity gardens that are. |
'- absolutely, outrageously gorgeous

and productlve and community=

‘building. You-can go to Calllornla

where they 'have mandated that
every single elementary school

make gardening a component of
‘the curriculum, and every school
‘will have a garden.”

provides gardéning as therapy and a proféssion for

*‘people who love it"so. miuch that they- practically ‘go--
" back to prison so they won’t get kicked out of the pro- -
gram. There are. individuals doing this work; and there’

are orgamc farms and ‘CSAs. There ‘is-a’ growmg :
awareness among-theé American people ‘dbout orgamc '

“foods, an increase in the ‘market demand for ‘organic .
foods, and a rise in the economic incentives to farm or- - -
gamoally If you look at:all these things, aren’t they -

_saying something about our instinctive knowing ‘and_
people’s desire for pure, good food? All of that is more

" and prewas e

a__‘.morallty of changlng DNA WIthout =
:.-understandlng how DNA came to-
be? And if you-only beginwith- -
“whether humans-own itor dont

jection of btogenetlcally engmeered ‘foods: They_ .
brought out the big guns and ‘go.after anyone who is
trying to teach. tthe puhhc that this is.not healthy The .-

then it is good I tinnk ‘that has run its .
course-and people are waking up. There is rescarch out - -

now suggesting:that ‘suburbia- is the ideal scale in

whichlocal food supply can be 1mt1ated because itis.

- .-a wonderful scale for gardens

-There is a growmg awareness among the Amerlcan
" people about orgamc foods, -an increase’in the market
- demand for organic: foods, ‘and a rise in'the economic
- incentives.to farm organically. If you look atall these
‘things, - aren’t they saying something about our in-

stinctive knowmg and people’s desire for:pure, good
food?

“There is tesearoh out now
suggestlng that suburbia is the

ideal scale in which local food
supply can be initiated, because
itisa wonderlul soale for
7-gardens Ce

ACRES U. S A, What i is the tole of the farmer in-all of
this?

‘not the.farmer. He understood the forces by which this -
is. happenmg —the_ transubstantlatlon of soils, water, .

‘nutrients, ‘air and: sunhght is an’ astoundmg, rmraculous
-thmg The farmer was the person who stood in the. n‘udst.

ppened before humans

ever evolved. We didn’t create soil, seeds; or genetics,

we just named them. T think Steiner has always said

"To put a seed in the ground lS

to part|0|pate in what already IS.

It is far beyond us even to

" comprehend, let aloné control.”

-“that. It is an awesome mystery, how stardust becomes a-
" planet,;and that happens without any human activity at
1 K Humans have just arrived in.terms of. evolutionary
" time: It was all’ gweu 10 us; it -was. an endowment To

begin to open your eyes, ears; heart-and your under-
standing 10 the mystery of this: leads you into the depth

" of recognition that this is beyond us. It is so awesome,

Thomas Berry says that to plant a seed is to activate the

" deepest-mysteries. of the ‘universe, and I think that is

what we are talking about. To put a seed in'the ground
is to participate in ‘what already is. It is far beyond us
even to.comprehend; iét alone cenirol. If there is-a.con-

‘ternplative approach to agriculture and an entry into the

mystical aspects of that, then perhaps .the-human who
enters it will.be able to elevate the work: of cultivating

" food for others — the sense would be that. the one who - .

grows food .is dispensing grace. Because we.eat not

" only ‘edrth, air, fire: and ‘water- when we eat the tomato,-

we are:eating its inner.mystery-as ‘well, which is spirit.

.. ‘That, for ‘e, is-the ‘basis-for .understanding ‘what Eu-

charist would be in ‘my Christian. tradition :and in other .
traditions. ‘would ~be understood w1th dlfferent -

: 'metaphors You are eatmg mystery

__.Anyone mterested ‘in rhe CSA ‘or Eartk theracy pr0~-'

grams.at: Genesis Farm should write to: Geniesis Farm;
41A Silver Lake Rd., B[atrstown, New Jersey 07825 or

- call (908) 362-6735.

‘powerful than the drift we have been in, because we-

have been asleep. We’ve been working so hard that we



