
  
      
 

SYLLABUS 
 
 
COURSE: ANTH/REL 444   SPIRITUAL ECOLOGY (Theory)   3 credits 
 
  (Exploring the Interface between the Supernatural and the Natural) 
 
 
TIME: 12:00-1:15 TTh, Spring Semester 2013      
 
PLACE:    Webster Hall 203 
  University of Hawai`i at Manoa 
 
 
INSTRUCTOR: 
 
Dr. Les Sponsel 
Professor Emeritus 
Department of Anthopology UHM 
 
Office:  Saunders Hall 321 
Office hours:     1:30-3:00 TTh by appointment 
Office phone:    956-3770 
Email:           sponsel@hawaii.edu 
 
Website:   http://www.spiritualecology.info 
   (For information about the instructor see Author file). 
 
   
ORIENTATION 
 
 

“Throughout history, it [religion] has expressed the deepest questions human 
beings can ask, and it has taken a central place in the lives of virtually all 
civilizations and cultures....  Religion persists and is on the rise, even as scientific 
and non-religious perspectives have become prominent” (American Academy of 
Religion, “Why Study Religion?,” www.aarweb.org). 

 

mailto:sponsel@hawaii.edu
http://www.spiritualecology.info/
http://www.aarweb.org/


 
“Most anthropologists like to think of themselves as scientists, and that of course 
includes anthropologists who study religion.  But science is not only a way of 
gathering data and testing hypotheses; it is also a belief system in its own right.... 
the study of one belief system by proponents of another belief system is going to 
raise problems” (Morton Klass, 1995, Ordered Universes: Approaches to the 
Anthropology of Religion, Boulder, CO: Westview Press, p xiii). 

 
“The notion that fact can be cleanly separated from value is absurd.  The notion 
that our understanding of the material world can be cleanly separated from our 
experience of the spiritual world is impossible.  The magisteria [science and 
religion] are mixed, shuffled, irremediably joined” (Bruno Guiderdoni, 
astrophysicist at the Observatory of Lyon, France) [quoted in Science and Spirit 
May-June 2006 17(3):59].   

 
“Contemporary spiritualities combine practices of particular religious traditions 
with concern for the global situation and the life of the planet.... are pluralistic and 
diverse; they search for a global ethic, are concerned with ecology, encourage the 
cultivation of healthy relationships, support feminism, and pursue peace....  Given 
the increasing scholarly attention in conferences and publications to the role of 
spirituality in contemporary culture, it is clear that the academy has recognized 
spirituality as a subject of study both within and independent of the study of 
religion” Mary N. MacDonald, 2005, “Spirituality,” The Encyclopedia of Religion 
(Second Edition), Lindsay Jones, Editor-in-Chief, New York, NY: Thomson Gale 
13:8719, 8721.  

 
“... the upsurge of Spirit is the only plausible way to stop the ecological destruction 
of our planet.  Even people who have no interest in a communal solution to the 
distortions in our lives will have to face up [to] this ecological reality.  Unless we 
transform our relationship with nature, we will destroy the preconditions for human 
life on this planet” (Rabbi Michael Lerner, 2000, Spirit Matters, Charlottesville, 
VA: Hampton Roads Publishing Company, Inc., p. 138). 

 
[This is] “...one of the most important new areas of academic inquiry for the 
twenty-first century” (Richard Foltz, 2003, Worldviews, Religion, and the 
Environment: A Global Anthology, Belmont, CA: Wadsworth/Thomson Learning, 
p. xv). 
 
“The Environmental crisis requires changes not only in public policy, but in 
individual behavior.  The historical record makes clear that religious teaching, 
example, and leadership are powerfully able to influence personal conduct and 
commitment.  As scientists, many of us have had profound experience of awe and 



reverence before the universe.  We understand that what is regarded as sacred is 
more likely to be treated with care and respect.  Our planetary home should be so 
regarded.  Efforts to safeguard and cherish the environment need to be infused with 
a vision of the sacred” (statement from “Preserving the Earth: An Appeal for Joint 
Commitment in Science and Religion,” Global Forum, Moscow, January 1990). 

 
 
 

Spiritual ecology refers to scientific and scholarly studies of the vast, complex, 
diverse, and dynamic arena at the interfaces of religions and spiritualities on the one 
hand, and on the other environments, ecologies, and environmentalisms. The term 
spiritual ecology is used simply because it is more inclusive than religion, referring to 
individual as well as organizational ideas and actions in this arena, and because it 
parallels the names of other major approaches within ecological anthropology like 
historical ecology and political ecology. 
 

This advanced course pursues a systematic and thorough holistic survey and critical 
analysis of spiritual ecology in anthropological and cross-cultural perspective. Spiritual 
ecology is a most exciting and positive new interdisciplinary and transdisciplinary 
frontier for research, teaching, and practice that has been growing exponentially since 
the 1990s.  Here the anthropological method of cultural relativism will be applied by 
suspending judgements on different religious beliefs and actions, although some 
criticisms will be considered, particularly from the “New Atheists” in the last class 
meeting. 

 
The instructor will discuss his own research and publications on various aspects of 

this subject, including his continuing long-term fieldwork on the relationships among 
Buddhism, sacred places, ecology, and biodiversity conservation in Thailand drawing 
on his forthcoming book Natural Wisdom: Explorations in Buddhist Ecology and 
Environmentalism.  
 
 
FORMAT 
 

The course material will be surveyed by a few lectures with PowerPoint 
(Spiritual Ecology Overview, Buddhism and Nature, and St. Francis); seminar 
discussions of readings through a division of labor among students; and a succession of 
very carefully selected documentary films. A unique feature of this course is its 
emphasis on an experiential as well as intellectual exploration of spiritual ecology 
through film. Long films that consume the entire class period will be discussed on the 
Laulima course website, while the class discussion of shorter films may continue on the 
website as well. Beyond class viewing, a wealth of other films, mainly from YouTube 



and most of them very short, are listed in the course schedule as recommended, but 
these are optional depending on the interests of individual students. 
 
 Students are required to be open minded as well as courteous and professional in 
class.  Any student can say anything as long as it is relevant, concise, and polite.  The 
ideals of academic freedom and democracy apply in this class, even if they are 
restricted elsewhere.  Being concise is important because there is a wealth of course 
material to cover in the very limited time of each class meeting, and because everyone 
who wishes should have an opportunity to contribute to discussion, rather than one 
person or a few dominating the class for an entire semester.   
 
 The only prerequisite for this course is Anth 152 Culture and Humanity or 200 
Cultural Anthropology, although 415 Ecological Anthropology, 422 Anthropology of 
Religion, and related courses such as in religion, ecology, and environmental studies 
would be helpful.  However, most of all, one simply needs an open mind together with 
intellectual curiosity and serious commitment, attributes of any reputable scientist or 
scholar worthy of the title. 
 
   
OBJECTIVES 
 
 The three primary goals of this course are to: 
 
1. provide a broad, systematic, and in-depth cross-cultural survey of the relationships 

between religion/spirituality and nature/environmentalism with an emphasis on an 
anthropological perspective; 

 
2. allow each student to penetrate especially deeply into the ecology of the religion or 

other topic of her or his choice with an emphasis on its cultural and natural 
contexts; and 

  
3. provide an inventory of key resources on spiritual ecology, including books, 

periodicals, articles, reference works, videos, and internet sites for present and 
future study and research (see Reading and Resources below plus the instructor’s 
book and complementary website http://www.spiritualecology.info).  

 
The learning outcomes for achieving these three objectives will be measured by several 
graded exercises as indicated below. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.spiritualecology.info/


GRADING  
 
 The final course grade will be calculated as follows: 
 

1. class attendance with active and meaningful participation in the discussion of 
assigned readings, films, and other resources in class and on the Laulima course 
website (20%); 

 
2. weekly journal entries of at least one solid paragraph summarizing and reacting 

to key points in the course material, the first installment due March 5 and the 
second April 30 (30%);  
 

3. book review essay of two to three pages single-spaced emailed as an attachment 
to the instructor and posted on the Laulima course website for other students 
who may be interested due April 30 (20%); 

 
4. a reflective essay on the entire course of four pages single-spaced for the take-

home final examination due May 7 (30%). 
 
 Please see Appendix I in this syllabus for guidelines about the journal, book review 
essay, and final examination essay. 
 
 
 Student work will be evaluated for: 
 
1. achieving the primary objectives of the course;  
 
2. general knowledge of all required reading assignments and of all material presented 
by the instructor in lectures and from class discussions, films, and so on; 
 
3. clear, concise, logical, analytical, and critical thinking; and  
 
4. regular, active, and meaningful participation in class discussions of assigned 
readings in class and on the course website. 
 
 Students pursuing an A grade should do more than the minimum requirements; 
that is, do additional reading and view extra films as recommended in the course 
Schedule. 
 
 Undergraduate and graduate student work will be graded separately, and greater 
sophistication is expected for the latter including a higher quantity and quality of work.  
Graduate students are also expected to undertake extra readings of their choice in 



pursuing their own special topical and regional interests.  
 
 Attendance will be taken at every class meeting during the first ten minutes of the 
period.  Students are expected to arrive on time to class, stay and remain attentive 
throughout the entire period, and to come to every single class meeting throughout the 
entire semester.  To be approved an absence requires a convincing excuse, ideally with 
documentation such as a memo from an appropriate official like a medical doctor.  The 
final course grade will be reduced by one whole letter grade for every three 
unapproved absences.   
 
 Any students who wish to sleep or to carry on private conversations should do so 
outside of the classroom to avoid distracting other students and the instructor.  In 
short, like the instructor, students are expected to take this course seriously.  Anyone 
who does not is wasting their time and that of other students and the instructor; thus, 
they should drop the course immediately instead of waiting until the end of the 
semester to receive a poor or failing grade.   
  
 Extra credit may be earned by writing a one-page reaction (not summary) to a 
video, journal article, book chapter, lecture, or class discussion from any of the material 
covered in the syllabus or class.  Five high quality extra credit papers can make the 
difference for a borderline course grade (e.g., B+ to A-), while ten such papers can 
elevate the course grade to the next higher level (e.g., B to A).  Other alternatives for 
more extra credit include writing a review of an extra book or an extra report based on 
library or field research; however, the specifics have to be approved in advance by the 
instructor.  Thus, in principle, with enough high quality work any student can earn an A 
in this course.  
 
 
SPECAL NEEDS 
 
 If any student feels the need for reasonable accommodations because of the impact 
of a disability, then she or he should contact the KOKUA Program in QLCSS 013 
(phones 956-7511 or 956-7612), and/or speak to the instructor in private to discuss 
specific needs.  The instructor is quite willing to collaborate with any student and 
KOKUA about needs related to a documented disability. 
 
 
READING 
 
 Students are required to discuss in class and on the Laulima course website one of 
the following three textbooks of their choice; read one additional book of their own 
choice, write a review, send it as an email attachment to the instructor and post it on the 



Laulima course website; and read a few carefully selected additional assigned journal 
articles, book chapters, and handouts. 
 
Gottlieb, Roger S., 2006, A Greener Faith: Religious Environmentalism and Our 
Planet’s Future, New York, NY: Oxford University Press   BT 695.5 .G69 2006 
(http://www.wpi.edu/academics/facultydir/rgs.html, http://users.wpi.edu/~gottlieb,   
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BVpxdd1Oosg. 
 
Sponsel, Leslie E., 2012, Spiritual Ecology: A Quiet Revolution, Santa Barbara, CA: 
Praeger (http://www.spiritualecology.info, 
http://olelo.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=30&clip_id=30484). 
 
Taylor, Bron, 2010, Dark Green Religion: Nature, Spirituality and the Planetary 
Future, Berkeley, CA: University of California Press   BL65 .N35 T39 2010 
(http://www.brontaylor.com, http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uxIvBZEBS1M8). 
  
 Please see Appendix II for more resources.  
 
 You are encouraged to pursue your individual interests in exploring some of the 
resources identified in this syllabus including viewing extra videos and surfing 
websites. Students who take advantage of as many of the resources provided here as 
feasible will obtain a systematic and thorough overview of the subject.   
 
 Please alert the instructor if there is a problem with any of the websites listed in 
this syllabus or recommended during class. 
 
 Please see Appendix III for topics at a glance. 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
SCHEDULE 
 
JANUARY 
 

PART I – ORIENTATION 
 

8T Introduction   
Required reading:  either Gottlieb-Intro, Sponsel-Foreword & Prologue, or 
Taylor-Preface. Additional required reading for everyone: Sponsel, L.E., 2012 
(November), “Spiritual Ecology,” AAA Anthropology News 53(9):24-25.  
http://www.anthropology-news.org/index.php/2012/11/08/spiritual-ecology/. 

http://www.wpi.edu/academics/facultydir/rgs.html
http://users.wpi.edu/~gottlieb
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BVpxdd1Oosg
http://www.spiritualecology.info/
http://olelo.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=30&clip_id=30484
http://www.brontaylor.com/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uxIvBZEBS1M8
http://www.anthropology-news.org/index.php/2012/11/08/spiritual-ecology/


 
Recommended films: “Welcome to the Anthropocene” (3.5 minutes) 
http://www.anthropocene.info. “David Suzuki on Education for a Changing 
Biosphere” (60) http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ReFdEQBWBzw. “John 
Cobb on The Global Spiritual Crisis” (5.5) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xjAcSsL1Pag. “Stephen Wollaston’s A 
Meditation About GreenSpirit” (6) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CxkuRhVmj-0. “Keeping the Earth: 
Religious and Scientific Perspectives on the Environment” VHS 13215 (27).  

 
10Th  Film: “Butterfly” DVD 8340 (90),  S-1 
 

Recommended films: “Forests of Reverence in India” (8.5) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P7pXo6FMEpY. 
“Reviving Faith: Saving the Forests of Himalayas” (56.5) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8DBfYYJd1Ho 
“Pagan Tree Worship in Finland” (5)  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QS6pgH_pfv0&playnext=1&list=PL6537CE
EC95F27CD0&feature=results_video.  “Bonsai Journey in Japan” (12)  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BtIk2GN6v6I. “Awakening Our Relationship 
with Trees” (10) http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7702KWymIT4 
 
Recommended reading: Julia Butterfly Hill http://juliabutterfly.com. Circle of 
Life Foundation http://www.circleoflife.org. Altman, Nathaniel, 1994, Sacred 
Trees, San Francisco, CA: Sierra Club Books. 
 

 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
15T    Film: “Taking Root: The Vision of Wangari Maathai” (80), S-16  

 
Recommended reading: Wangari Maathai Institute for Peace and Environmental 
Studies http://www.uonbi.ac.ke/node/316. Maathai Wangari, 2004, The Green 
Belt Movement: Sharing the Approach and the Experience, New York, NY: 
Lantern Books. 

 
  
17Th Lecture: Spiritual Ecology Overview, G-1, T-1,2 

Additional required reading for everyone: Sponsel, Leslie E., 2013, “Spiritual 
Ecology” from Encyclopedia of Psychology and Religion (see course website 
file) http://www.spiritualecology.info.  
 

http://www.anthropocene.info/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ReFdEQBWBzw
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xjAcSsL1Pag
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CxkuRhVmj-0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P7pXo6FMEpY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8DBfYYJd1Ho
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QS6pgH_pfv0&playnext=1&list=PL6537CEEC95F27CD0&feature=results_video
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QS6pgH_pfv0&playnext=1&list=PL6537CEEC95F27CD0&feature=results_video
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BtIk2GN6v6I
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7702KWymIT4
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Recommended films: “Fritjof Capra on The Web of Life” (12) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TLiRXM2oZ_U.  “Sacred Balance – Gaia 
Hypothesis” (4.5) http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=44yiTg7cOVI. 
“Spiritual Awakening: Get Ready for Earth Changes” (7) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aMw5_Idqbxo. 
 
Recommended reading:  Millennium Ecosystem Assessment 
http://maweb.org/en/index.aspx.  Bioneers http://www.bioneers.org.  Tribes of 
Creation  http://www.tribesofcreation.com.  Milton, Kay, 2002, Loving Nature: 
Towards an Ecology of Emotion, New York, NY: Routledge. 

 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 

PART II – PIONEERS 
 

22T Film: “Spirit and Nature” (88) 
 

Recommended films: “Mountain Stream” (10) 
http://www.youtube.com/user/okanokumo?v=RrL_gLM4AR0.  
“Spirits of Nature” (5) http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cAMoCQI95EQ. 
“Maria Alice Campos Friere About the Preservation of Spirit and Nature” (4) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9xU2THiAODc.  
“Boris Petrovic on the Brazilian Ecovillage Movement” (6.5) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aT2Qw-LOkSw.  
 
Recommended reading: Rockefeller, Steven C., and John C. Elder, eds., 1992, 
Spirit and Nature: Why the Environment Is a Religious Issue, Boston, MA: 
Beacon Press [available at Google books]. 
 
 
24Th Indigenous Peoples: The Original Spiritual Ecologists S-2,3,4 

 
Recommended films: “Fred Alan Wolf on Shamanic Physics” (27) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yufAa4oFyug&list=PL68E9483FD1B218E4. 
“Daniel Wildcat on Seven Basic Points in Considering How to Move Forward 
with Indigenous Solutions” (23.5) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zmXz5qb86nw. 
“Winona LaDuke on Land, Life and Culture: A Native Perspective” (48) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UXA2zCfxxAw&playnext=1&list=PL8F17D
B322139063E&feature=results_video. 
“Paganism – Back to Nature (3) http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lwd-
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dqafZx4. 
 
Recommended reading:  Neihardt, John G., 2008, Black Elk Speaks: Being the 
Life Story of a Holy Man of the Oglala Sioux, Albany, NY: State University of 
New York Press (Premier Edition).  Indigenous Environmental Network 
http://www.ienearth.org. Graham Harvey on Animism at 
http://www.grahamharvey.org. 

 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
29T Lecture: Buddhism and Nature   S-5 

 
Recommended films:  “Forest Monks” 
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/religionandethics/episodes/january-15-2010/forest-
monks/5472/.  “Mark Coleman Spirit Rock Meditation Center” (4) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nPfBsrenNls. “Nature, Harmony, and 
Buddhist Chant” (25) http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UKoVoG3ubVI. 
“His Holiness the 14th Dalai Lama of Tibet on Ecology, Ethics, and 
Interdependence” (108) http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3HoMlYU9npo. 
 
Recommended reading: Sulak Sivaraksa, 2009, The Wisdom of Sustainability: 
Buddhist Economics for the 21st Century, Kihei, HI: Koa Books 
http://www.sulak-sivaraksa.org. Ecological Buddhism: A Buddhist Response to 
Global Warming http://www.ecobuddhism.org. Naropa University 
http://naropa.edu. 
 

 
31Th Film and Lecture: “St. Francis of Assisi” (30)  S-6 

 
Recommended films: “Brother Keith Warner on Franciscan Care for Creation” 
(6) http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FUrAS1G1-9Y. 
“Father Charles Cummings on Simplicity of Life” (38) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VNU4KwDyWPE. 
“Franz Liszt’s St. Francis Preaching to the Birds by pianist Anthony Byrne” (8) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d2o1HC7OEMI. 
 
Recommended reading: Mitchell, Donald W., and William Skudlarek, eds., 
2010, Green Monasticism: A Buddhist-Catholic Response to an Environmental 
Calamity, Brooklyn, NY: Lantern Books. 

 
________________________________________________________________ 
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FEBRUARY 
 
5T Film: “Thoreau at Walden Pond” VHS 21767 (21)    S-7, T-3 & Appendix 

 
Recommended films: “Thoreau’s Walden” VHS 9922 (27).  “Henry David 
Thoreau on Walden Pond” (6) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b0Quw_RPB0U. 
“Tiago Sousa’s Walden Pond Monk” (5) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_Bds8Z5-xyQ. 
“Barry Wood on Thoreau’s Life at Walden Pond” (83) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=464a_VYqU0Y. 
“Radically Simple” (35).  
 
Recommended reading: Merkel, Jim, 2003, Radical Simplicity: Small Footprints 
on a Finite Earth, Gabriola Island, BC: New Society Publishers 
http://radicalsimplicity.org. The Thoreau Society http://www.thoreausociety.org. 
 

 
7Th Film: “John Muir in the New World” (85) S-8 

 
Recommended films: “Lee Stetson: The Voice of John Muir” (90).  “The 
Wilderness Idea” VHS 17105 (58).  “PBS Previews The National Parks: 
America’s Best Idea” (27) http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mx8WbZIWCSM. 
“Meditation: A Walk through the Sierras” 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rAs0hZb-DNs&feature=related. “John Muir: 
The Wild Gospel of Nature” (8) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ygw1cmEYlHg. “Biography of John Muir” 
(Parts 1 & 2, 10 & 12) http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-CDzhIvugw8. 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tpgx-LkvHGE. “John Muir Trail” (10) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q1FwGspvNlg. “Sierra Club 2012 Success” 
(7.5) http://www.youtube.com/user/nationalsierraclub. 
 
Recommended reading: Sierra Club http://www.sierraclub.org.  Muir Woods 
National Monument http://www.nps.gov/muwo/.  Browning, Peter, ed., 1988, 
John Muir In His Own Words, Lafayette, CA: Great West Books. 

 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
12T Film: “Green Fire: Aldo Leopold and a Land Ethic for Our Time” DVD 10699  

(73). 
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Recommended films: “Aldo Leopold: A Prophet for All Seasons” (56).  
“Leopold Education Project” (10) 

 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OSotChN0fGk. 
 
Recommended reading: Leopold, Aldo, 1966, A Sand County Almanac, New 
York, NY: Ballatine Books. Aldo Leopold Foundation 
http://www.aldoleopold.org.  
 

  
  PART III – ENVIRONMENTALISM 
 
14Th Radical Environmentalism    T-4, S-15 

 
Recommended films:  “Earth Days”  [PBS American Experience on 
environmental movement]  Leeward CC DVD 0454 (108) 
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/films/earthdays/player/. 
“David Suzuki: An Elder’s Vision For Our Sustainable Future” (73) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S2b7SpLpN5A. “Edward Abbey: A Voice in 
the Wilderness” (60).  “Earth First! The Politics of Radical Environmentalism” 
(60). http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UhTTAVbDEfw. “Dave Foreman” 
(various) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m4ut85q6tEE&list=PL3667EACE1A427841. 
“Earth Liberation Front: Igniting a Revolution” (20) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MO2pA5We34A. “If a Tree Falls: A Story of 
the Earth Liberation Front (86) http://www.pbs.org/pov/ifatreefalls/full.php.  
“Burning Rage 60 Minutes” (13) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eFhx9o30fps.  “She’s Alive… Beautiful… 
Finite… Hurting… Worth Dying For” (5) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nGeXdv-
uPaw&playnext=1&list=PL25E07314849A25DF&feature=results_video. 
 
Recommended reading: Taylor, Bron, ed., 1995, Ecological Resistance 
Movements: The Global Emergence of Radical and Popular Environmentalism, 
Albany, NY: SUNY Press. 

 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
19T Film: “Renewal: Stories from America’s Religious-Environmental 

Movement” (90).  
 
Recommended film:  “Bill McKibben at screening of Renewal” (6.5) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5IqeshDL5MU. http://www.350.org.  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OSotChN0fGk
http://www.aldoleopold.org/
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/films/earthdays/player/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S2b7SpLpN5A
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UhTTAVbDEfw
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m4ut85q6tEE&list=PL3667EACE1A427841
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MO2pA5We34A
http://www.pbs.org/pov/ifatreefalls/full.php
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eFhx9o30fps
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nGeXdv-uPaw&playnext=1&list=PL25E07314849A25DF&feature=results_video
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nGeXdv-uPaw&playnext=1&list=PL25E07314849A25DF&feature=results_video
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5IqeshDL5MU
http://www.350.org/


“Sally Bingham on A Religious Response to Global Warming” (11) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RhPbVbFzj5A&playnext=1&list=PLDE4AC
3DDDC2EE953&feature=results_main.   “Hawai`i Interfaith Power and Light” 
(0.5)  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OqD7zsld5Eo. Young Evangelicals for 
Climate Action http://www.yecaction.org. 
 
Recommended reading: Renewal Project http://www.renewalproject.net, 
Interfaith Power and Light http://interfaithpowerandlight.org. 
Hawai`i Interfaith Power and Light http://www.hipl.org.  Climate Change 
Statements from World Religions  
http://fore.research.yale.edu/climate-change/statements-from-world-religions/. 
 
McDuff, Mallory, ed., 2012, Sacred Acts: How Churches Are Working To 
Protect Earth’s Climate, Gabriola Island, British Columbia: New Society 
Publishers.  
 
 

21Th Religious Environmentalism   G-3,4,7 
 

Recommended films: “Roger S. Gottlieb lecture on Religious 
Environmentalism” (95)  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BVpxdd1Oosg. 
“Steve Green’s Symphony of Praise” (5) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ih8mnBCVHpA.  
“A Rocha: Why Should Christians Care for Creation” (16) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cjiX0ztGUTs.  “The Green Bible” (3) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K2jGbLtmrEce. “Environmental Science and 
Theology: Salmon Recovery in the Columbia River Basin” (5.5) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sngMKPu_ZVM. “Interfaith Center for 
Sustainable Development” (various films) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mrkQd8b45lI&playnext=1&list=PL84ACCE
19F326AC6E&feature=results_main.    
 
Recommended reading: Coalition on the Environment and Jewish Life  
http://coejl.org/.   Evangelical Environmental Network/Creation Care 
http://www.creationcare.org.   Genesis Farm http://www.genesisfarm.org. 
Islamic Foundation for Ecology and Environmental Sciences 
http://www.ifees.org.uk/.   National Religious Coalition on Creation Care 
http://www.nrccc.org.   National Religious Partnership for the Environment 
http://www.nrpe.org.   Patheos on Religions and Ecology 
http://www.patheos.com/search?q=ecology. 
 
Taylor, Sarah McFarland, 2007, Green Sisters: A Spiritual Ecology, Cambridge, 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RhPbVbFzj5A&playnext=1&list=PLDE4AC3DDDC2EE953&feature=results_main
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RhPbVbFzj5A&playnext=1&list=PLDE4AC3DDDC2EE953&feature=results_main
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OqD7zsld5Eo
http://www.yecaction.org/
http://www.renewalproject.net/
http://interfaithpowerandlight.org/
http://www.hipl.org/
http://fore.research.yale.edu/climate-change/statements-from-world-religions/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BVpxdd1Oosg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ih8mnBCVHpA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cjiX0ztGUTs
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K2jGbLtmrEce
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sngMKPu_ZVM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mrkQd8b45lI&playnext=1&list=PL84ACCE19F326AC6E&feature=results_main
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mrkQd8b45lI&playnext=1&list=PL84ACCE19F326AC6E&feature=results_main
http://coejl.org/
http://www.creationcare.org/
http://www.genesisfarm.org/
http://www.ifees.org.uk/
http://www.nrccc.org/
http://www.nrpe.org/
http://www.patheos.com/search?q=ecology


MA: Harvard University Press.  
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
26T Film: “Mountain Mourning” (78) 

 
Recommended films: “Is God Green? Bill Moyers On America” (50) 
http://www.pbs.org/moyers/moyersonamerica/green/index.html. 
“Mountain Top Removal” (various films)   
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RPixjCneseE&list=PLA48EE6F00EFC3D50. 
 
Recommended reading: Christians for the Mountains 
http://www.ChristiansfortheMountains.org.  Mountaintop Mining: Background 
on Current Controversies 
http://www.eoearth.org/article/Mountaintop_Mining:_Background_on_Current_
Controversies.  Scott, Rebecca R., 2010, Removing Mountains: Extracting 
Nature and Identity in the Appalachian Coalfields, Minneapolis, MN: University 
of Minnesota Press. 
 

 
28Th Film: “A Conversation with America’s Poet Laureate: W.S. Merwin with Leslie 

Wilcox on PBS Hawai`i” (50) S-13  
 

Recommended films: “W.S. Merwin/Bill Moyers Journal” (50) 
http://www.pbs.org/moyers/journal/06262009/watch.html. “A Walk Through the 
Palms with W.S. Merwin” (8) http://www.merwinconservancy.org/about-the-
conservancy/writing-about-the-land/. Merwin Conservancy 
http://www.merwinconservancy.org/.   
 
Recommended reading: “The House and Garden: The Emergence of a Dream by 
W.S. Merwin” http://www.merwinconservancy.org/wp-
content/uploads/2011/01/Merwin.Essay_.pdf.  W.S. Merwin at Poetry 
Foundation http://www.poetryfoundation.org/bio/w-s-merwin.  Felstiner, John, 
2009, Can Poetry Save the Earth? A Field Guide to Nature Poems, New Haven, 
CT: Yale University Press. 
 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 
MARCH 
 
5T Film: “The Practice of the Wild” (Gary Snyder) (52) 

 

http://www.pbs.org/moyers/moyersonamerica/green/index.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RPixjCneseE&list=PLA48EE6F00EFC3D50
http://www.christiansforthemountains.org/
http://www.eoearth.org/article/Mountaintop_Mining:_Background_on_Current_Controversies
http://www.eoearth.org/article/Mountaintop_Mining:_Background_on_Current_Controversies
http://www.pbs.org/moyers/journal/06262009/watch.html
http://www.merwinconservancy.org/about-the-conservancy/writing-about-the-land/
http://www.merwinconservancy.org/about-the-conservancy/writing-about-the-land/
http://www.merwinconservancy.org/
http://www.merwinconservancy.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/01/Merwin.Essay_.pdf
http://www.merwinconservancy.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/01/Merwin.Essay_.pdf
http://www.poetryfoundation.org/bio/w-s-merwin


Recommended films: Gary Snyder Interview 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zlsyGmnHDy8&feature=gv.  
“Gary Snyder on Ecology and Poetry” (25)  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D8SXDe9hnfI&playnext=1&list=PL73860A
3A4BF5CD62&feature=results_main. Arne Naess 
http://www.dailymotion.com/video/x8meah_arne-naess_creation. “Activism, 
Deep Ecology, and the Gaian Era with Lynn Margulis, Stephen Buhner, and 
John Seed” (45) http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z7BJ94fGKQw. 
“Satish Kumar on Beyond Deep Ecology” (8) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MlmTLvHMg-g. 
 
Recommended poetry reading: Gary Snyder Mountains and Rivers without End 
http://www.asia.si.edu/explore/china/handscroll/.  
http://www.asia.si.edu/podcasts/player.asp?song=snyder&parts=1. 
 
Recommended reading: Gary Snyder Biography at Poetry Foundation 
http://www.poetryfoundation.org/bio/gary-snyder. Gary Snyder on Buddhist 
Anarchism http://www.bopsecrets.org/CF/garysnyder.htm.  Gary Snyder on Art, 
Anarchy, and the Environment http://www.sf360.org/?pageid=12826.  Gary 
Snyder Interview 
http://www.theparisreview.org/interviews/1323/the 
http://www.sf360.org/?pageid=12826-art-of-poetry-no-74-gary-snyder.  
 
Naess, Arne, 2002, Life’s Philosophy: Reason and Feeling in a Deeper World, 
Athens, GA: University of Georgia Press. 
 

 DUE: Journal 1  
 
 
   PART IV – SPIRITUALITY AND RITUAL 
 
7Th Film: “Spiritual Earth: Aloha Waves” (28)  T-7  
 

Recommended films: “Disneynature Oceans” (84).   “Guided Meditation 
Exercise – Ocean Breadth” (3) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ze2NtJOGGpo.  “Surfing Rabbi Step into 
Liquid” (7) http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u8Lhv6hKox8. “Spirit of Nature” 
(5.5) http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WJv_ZziKUJg. 

 
“A Sense of Wonder” (60). “Rachel Carson’s Silent Spring” VHS 7650 (60).  
Bill Moyers Journal: Rachel Carson’s Legacy” (53) 
http://video.pbs.org/video/1442629512/. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zlsyGmnHDy8&feature=gv
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D8SXDe9hnfI&playnext=1&list=PL73860A3A4BF5CD62&feature=results_main
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D8SXDe9hnfI&playnext=1&list=PL73860A3A4BF5CD62&feature=results_main
http://www.dailymotion.com/video/x8meah_arne-naess_creation
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z7BJ94fGKQw
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MlmTLvHMg-g
http://www.asia.si.edu/explore/china/handscroll/
http://www.asia.si.edu/podcasts/player.asp?song=snyder&parts=1
http://www.poetryfoundation.org/bio/gary-snyder
http://www.bopsecrets.org/CF/garysnyder.htm
http://www.sf360.org/?pageid=12826
http://www.theparisreview.org/interviews/1323/the-art-of-poetry-no-74-gary-snyder
http://www.theparisreview.org/interviews/1323/the-art-of-poetry-no-74-gary-snyder
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ze2NtJOGGpo
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u8Lhv6hKox8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WJv_ZziKUJg
http://video.pbs.org/video/1442629512/


 
Recommended reading: Carson, Rachel, 1950, The Sea Around Us, New York, 
NY: Oxford University Press. http://www.rachelcarson.org/ 
Hawaiian Culture and Conservation in Hawai`i 
http://hawaiiconservation.org/files/content/resources/publications/position_paper
s/kwo3.2011_pg14.pdf 

 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
12T Film: “A Celebration of Creation: The Blessings of the Animals at New York’s 

The Cathedral of Saint John the Divine” (59)  
 
Recommended reading: Kevin E. Mackin on The Blessing of Animals 
http://www.americancatholic.org/features/francis/blessing.asp. Jewish Blessing 
of Animals http://www.ritualwell.org/ritual/blessing-animals.  Humane Society 
http://www.humanesociety.org/assets/pdfs/faith/blessing-of-the-animals.pdf.   
Wilson, Edward O., 2006, The Creation: An Appeal to Save Life on Earth, New 
York, NY: W.W. Norton & Co.  Alliance of Religions and Conservation 
http://www.arcworld.org. Terralingua: Unity in Biocultural Diversity 
http://www.terralingua.org. 
 
 

14Th Film: “Confessions of a Burning Man: Experience the Journey” (87)   S-17 
 

Recommended film: “Burning Man: Beyond Black Rock” DVD 5163 (106).  
“We Love You – Rainbow Gathering” (40) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8Wu4H-d_kAI. “Burning Man Virgins” (4) 

 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XujhY-7mpAg. 
 
Recommended reading:  Gilmore, Lee, 2010, Theater in a Crowded Fire: Ritual 
and Spirituality at Burning Man, Berkeley, CA: University of California Press 
[includes DVD].  Burning Man http://www.burningman.com. 

 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
   
   PART V – ACADEMICS 
 
19T Film: “Thomas Berry: The Great Story” (49)   
 

Recommended films:  “The Unfolding Story” (29).  “Thomas Berry on Nature 
and Humans” (9.5) http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pWdo2vpr-Rs. 

http://www.rachelcarson.org/
http://hawaiiconservation.org/files/content/resources/publications/position_papers/kwo3.2011_pg14.pdf
http://hawaiiconservation.org/files/content/resources/publications/position_papers/kwo3.2011_pg14.pdf
http://www.americancatholic.org/features/francis/blessing.asp
http://www.ritualwell.org/ritual/blessing-animals
http://www.humanesociety.org/assets/pdfs/faith/blessing-of-the-animals.pdf
http://www.arcworld.org/
http://www.terralingua.org/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8Wu4H-d_kAI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XujhY-7mpAg
http://www.burningman.com/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pWdo2vpr-Rs


 “Thomas Berry and the Earth Community” (7) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e0XBltUQ8qU. “Mary Evelyn Tucker on 
Thomas Berry The Great Work Parts 1 & 2” (11 & 8) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1I2-usobL_E, 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lskKMeCyyeM. “Ervin Laszlo on the Future 
of Our World” (47) http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yF9KGm2SKJg.  

 
Recommended reading: Berry, Thomas, 2009, The Sacred Universe, New York, 
NY: Columbia University Press. http://www.thomasberry.org. 
 

 
21Th Film: “Journey of the Universe” DVD 11243 (56) 
 
 Recommended reading: Swimme, Brian Thomas, and Mary Evelyn Tucker, 

2011, Journey of the Universe, New Haven, CT: Yale University Press 
http://www.JourneyoftheUniverse.org.  Brian Swimme 
http://www.storyoftheuniverse.org.  Mary Evelyn Tucker 
http://fore.research.yale.edu. 

 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
26T SPRING RECESS 
28Th continued 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
APRIL 
 
2T Academic Growth and Development S-11, 12 (9-10 optional) 

 
Recommended films: “Mary Evelyn Tucker on The Emerging Alliance of 
Religion and Ecology” (32) http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=15v6f2moleE. 
“Mary Evelyn Tucker on The Alliance of Religion and Ecology” (51)  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eE9PTiHstC8. “Religion and a New 
Environmental Ethic by Mary Evelyn Tucker and John Grim” (13) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BG0bQ3SwDI8. “John Grim on Religion and 
Ecology” (40) http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yGJ_r-pEH64.   
 
Recommended reading: Tucker, Mary Evelyn, with Judith A. Berling, 2003, 
Worldly Wonder: Religions Enter Their Ecological Phase, LaSalle, IL: Open 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e0XBltUQ8qU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1I2-usobL_E
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lskKMeCyyeM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yF9KGm2SKJg
http://www.thomasberry.org/
http://www.journeyoftheuniverse.org/
http://www.storyoftheuniverse.org/
http://fore.research.yale.edu/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=15v6f2moleE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eE9PTiHstC8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BG0bQ3SwDI8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yGJ_r-pEH64


Court Publishing Company.  Forum on Religion and Ecology 
http://fore.research.yale.edu. Bron Taylor http://www.brontaylor.com. 
International Society for the Study of Religion, Nature and Culture 
http://www.religionandnature.com. Roger S. Gottlieb 
http://www.wpi.edu/academics/facultydir/rgs.html, 
http://users.wpi.edu/~gottlieb. 
 

 
   PART VI - ISSUES 
 
4Th Terrapolitan Earth Religion T-6,7,8 

 
Recommended films: Bron Taylor Davos Interview (6) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uxIvBZEBS1M8, “Mark Sleboda on Dark 
Green Religion and Deep Ecology” (13) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8wikSl1JqIk.  
 
Recommended reading: Spretnak, Charlene, 2011, Relational Reality: New 
Discoveries of Interrelatedness That Are Transforming the Modern World, 
Topsham, ME: Green Horizon Foundation.  California Institute of Integral 
Studies http://www.ciis.edu.  

 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
9T Film: “Avatar: A Message from Pandora” (20)   S-18 

http://vimeo.com/28181753. 
 
Recommended films:  “Defending the Rivers of the Amazon” (11)  
http://www.cultureunplugged.com/documentary/watch-
online/play/7472/Defending-the-Rivers-of-the-Amazon--with-Sigourney-
Weaver.  Light at the Edge of the World (186). “Why Are Some Christians Mad 
Over Avatar?” (4.5) http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rV9Vk1VhFS4 
 
Recommended reading:  The Avatar Effect  
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1242409/The-Avatar-effect-Movie-
goers-feel-depressed-suicidal-able-visit-utopian-alien-planet.html. Amazon 
Watch http://AmazonWatch.org.  Cultural Survival 
http://www.CulturalSurvival.org.  International Rivers  
http://www.internationalrivers.org.  Survival International  
http://www.SurvivalInternational.org. 
 
Bodley, John H., 2008, Victims of Progress, Lanham, MD: AltaMira Press. 

http://fore.research.yale.edu/
http://www.brontaylor.com/
http://www.religionandnature.com/
http://www.wpi.edu/academics/facultydir/rgs.html
http://users.wpi.edu/~gottlieb
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uxIvBZEBS1M8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8wikSl1JqIk
http://www.ciis.edu/
http://vimeo.com/28181753
http://www.cultureunplugged.com/documentary/watch-online/play/7472/Defending-the-Rivers-of-the-Amazon--with-Sigourney-Weaver
http://www.cultureunplugged.com/documentary/watch-online/play/7472/Defending-the-Rivers-of-the-Amazon--with-Sigourney-Weaver
http://www.cultureunplugged.com/documentary/watch-online/play/7472/Defending-the-Rivers-of-the-Amazon--with-Sigourney-Weaver
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rV9Vk1VhFS4
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1242409/The-Avatar-effect-Movie-goers-feel-depressed-suicidal-able-visit-utopian-alien-planet.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1242409/The-Avatar-effect-Movie-goers-feel-depressed-suicidal-able-visit-utopian-alien-planet.html
http://amazonwatch.org/
http://www.culturalsurvival.org/
http://www.internationalrivers.org/
http://www.survivalinternational.org/


Cultural Survival http://www.culturalsurvival.org. 
 
 
11Th Film: “Mauna Kea: Temple Under Siege” DVD 2902, VHS 21514  (57).  
 

Recommended film: “In Light of Reverence: Protecting America’s Sacred Land” 
DVD 10922, VHS 18873 (73).  Sacred Land Film Project 
http://www.sacredland.org.   
 
Recommended reading: Harvard University Pluralism Research Report on 
Mauna Kea  http://www.pluralism.org/reports/view/21.  Malama Mouna Kea  
http://www.malamamaunakea.org/.  Mauna a Wakea http://www.mauna-a-
wakea.info/.  Kahea: The Hawaiian Environmental Alliance http://kahea.org. 
Mount Graham Coalition http://www.mountgraham.org.  Martin Gray’s 
http://sacredsites.com.  Christopher L.C.E. Witcombe’s Sacred Places 
http://witcombe.sbc.edu/sacredplaces/sacredplacesintro.html.  Sacred Sites 
International  http://www.sacred-sites.org.  U.S. News and World Report Sacred 
Places http://www.usnews.com/news/sacred-places/features/sacred-places.    
 
Crowe, Ellie and William, 2001, Exploring Lost Hawai`i: Places of Power, 
History, Mystery, & Magic, `Aiea, HI: Island Heritage.  Swan, James A. 1990, 
Sacred Places: How The Living Earth Seeks Our Friendship, Santa Fe, NM: 
Bear & Company Publishing. 

 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
16T Film: “Earth Pilgrims” (90) 

 
Recommended films: “From the Heart of the World: Elder Brother’s Warning” 
(90) [Wong AV streaming video], “2012 Mayan Word” (64) 
http://topdocumentaryfilms.com/2012-mayan-word/. “Fire on the Mountain: A 
Gathering of Shamans” (60). 
“Satish Kumar on Soil, Soul, and Society” (25) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-EQ1HtzXxQU.  
“A Day with Satish Kumar” (120)  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MCW-qkbyezs.  
 
Recommended reading: Kumar, Satish, 2009, Earth Pilgrim, Foxhole, 
Darlington, Totnes, Devon, UK: Green Books Ltd.  Resurgence Magazine 
http://www.resurgence.org.  Schumacher College 
http://www.SchumacherCollege.ohttp://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OQebAaJht
l4rg.uk. 

http://www.culturalsurvival.org/
http://www.sacredland.org/
http://www.pluralism.org/reports/view/21
http://www.malamamaunakea.org/
http://www.mauna-a-wakea.info/
http://www.mauna-a-wakea.info/
http://kahea.org/
http://www.mountgraham.org/
http://sacredsites.com/
http://witcombe.sbc.edu/sacredplaces/sacredplacesintro.html
http://www.sacred-sites.org/
http://www.usnews.com/news/sacred-places/features/sacred-places
http://topdocumentaryfilms.com/2012-mayan-word/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-EQ1HtzXxQU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MCW-qkbyezs
http://www.resurgence.org/
http://www.schumachercollege.org.uk/
http://www.schumachercollege.org.uk/


 
 

18Th Film: “Ecopsychology: Restoring Earth, Healing the Self” VHS 14703 (26)  
 

Recommended film:  “Theodore Roszak on Towards an Ecopsychology” (11) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=83VHiA2HhkM.  “Matt Butler on 
Ecotherapy: Healing Ourselves with Nature” (10) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jB6FTNHDtR8. “Ralph Metzner on 
Entheogen Awakening” (12) http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OQebAaJhtl4. 
 
Recommended radio interview: “Ralph Metzner on Shamanism and Mythology 
(104)  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kH4wIcimAvA. 
 
Recommended reading:  Foundation for Global Community 
http://www.globalcommunity.org.  International Community for Ecopsychology 
http://ecopsychology.org.  Ecopsychology UK  
http://www.ecopsychology.org.uk.  Chalquist, Craig, 2007, Terrapsychology: 
Reengaging the Soul of Place, New Orleans, LA: Spring Journal Books.  Ralph 
Metzner’s Green Earth Foundation http://greenearthfound.org. 

 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
23T Film: “The Great Turning” Joanna Macy (36)   S-14 

http://www.JoannaMacy.net.  
 
Recommended films: “Joanna Macy: The Great Turning” (90).  “Earth, Spirit 
and Action with John Seed” (59)  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q7L-1DwM4bw.   
“An Introduction to the Findhorn Foundation” (8) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=syRtxAzYbC0 
http://www.findhorn.org.  
 
Recommended reading: Macy, Joanna, and Chris Johnstone, 2012, Active Hope: 
How to Face the Mess We’re in without Going Crazy, Novato, CA: New World 
Library. Earth Charter Initiative http://www.earthcharterinaction.org/content/. 
 
 

25Th Film: “Mother Ganga: A Journey along the Sacred Ganges River” (55) 
 
Recommended films: “Ganges” Maui CC DVD 1272 (150).  “The Sacred 
Balance: Science and Spirituality” (4)  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7qTFzu-ArQk.  Green Patriarch 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=83VHiA2HhkM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jB6FTNHDtR8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OQebAaJhtl4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kH4wIcimAvA
http://www.globalcommunity.org/
http://ecopsychology.org/
http://www.ecopsychology.org.uk/
http://greenearthfound.org/
http://www.joannamacy.net/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q7L-1DwM4bw
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=syRtxAzYbC0
http://www.findhorn.org/
http://www.earthcharterinaction.org/content/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7qTFzu-ArQk


http://www.patriarchate.org. “Holocene” (6) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TWcyIpul8OE.  
“Al Gore: New Thinking on the Climate Crisis” (30) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rUO8bdrXghs. 
“Climate Change, Despair and Empowerment with Ross Gelbspan and John 
Seed” (50.5) http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FnF_AFnGW3Q. 
“John Seed’s North American Climate Roadshow” (43) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MJPGo5Sjvvw.  PBS Coping with Climate 
Change http://www.pbs.org/newshour/topic/climate-change/. 
 
Recommended reading: Al Gore  http://www.algore.com/.  See global climate 
change in the Encyclopedia of Earth http://www.eoearth.org.  See global climate 
change in the Forum on Religion and Ecology http://fore.research.yale.edu.   
Ecological Buddhism: A Buddhist Response to Global Warming 
http://www.ecobuddhism.org.   
 
Alley, Kelly D., 2002, On the Banks of the Ganga: When Wastewater Meets a 
Sacred River, Ann Arbor, MI: University of Michigan Press.  

 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
30T Difficulties G-2,8, S-19,20,21, T9  

 
Recommended films: “Mary Evelyn Tucker on The Emerging Alliance of 
Religion and Ecology” http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=15v6f2moleE. 
http://www.emergingearthcommunity.org.  “John Grim on the Response to the 
Religious Perspective on Environmental Issues” (6) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9N2relUIj_g.  “Sir David Attenborough’s 
view on Science and Religion” (2). 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gfa88SeNohY.  “Hitchens, Dawkins, 
Grayling 2007: Better Without Religion” (113) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mfix_e1QnbM.  “Daniel Dennett on Breaking 
the Spell: Religion as a Natural Phenomenon” (59) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5WhQ8bSvcHQ.  “David Sloan Wilson on 
Religion and Other Meaning Systems” (51) http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-
mNghtaLqg4.   “Bill Maher’s Religulous” 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h5ACyiSPAmE.  “Hans Zimmer Science and 
Religion” (12.5) http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vsTpY-wiezk. “Albert Low 
on The Origin of Human Nature: A Zen Buddhist Looks at Evolution” (9) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8iqP5awGhzY. “Finding Rudolf Steiner (89).   
“Accessing the Mystic with Rupert Sheldrake and Matthew Fox” (134). “Rebirth 
of Nature: A Dialogue with Rupert Sheldrake and Ralph Metzner” (122).  “What 

http://www.patriarchate.org/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TWcyIpul8OE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rUO8bdrXghs
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FnF_AFnGW3Q
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MJPGo5Sjvvw
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/topic/climate-change/
http://www.algore.com/
http://www.eoearth.org/
http://fore.research.yale.edu/
http://www.ecobuddhism.org/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=15v6f2moleE
http://www.emergingearthcommunity.org/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9N2relUIj_g
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gfa88SeNohY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mfix_e1QnbM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5WhQ8bSvcHQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-mNghtaLqg4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-mNghtaLqg4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h5ACyiSPAmE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vsTpY-wiezk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8iqP5awGhzY


the Bleep Do We Know!?” (108).  
 
Recommended reading:  Harland, Maddy, and William Keepin, eds., 2012, The 
Song of the Earth: A Synthesis of the Scientific and Spiritual Worldviews, East   
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h5ACyiSPAmEMeon, Hampshire, UK: 
Permanent Publications.  Gaia Education Network http://www.gaiaeducation.net.  
Institute of Noetic Sciences http://noetic.org.  Metanexus 
http://www.metanexus.net.  Society for the Anthropology of Consciousness 
http://www.sacaaa.org.  Society for the Scientific Study of Religion 
http://www.sssrweb.org.   “Spirituality vs. Ecology” 
http://www.energygrid.com/spirit/2009/01ap-spiritualecology.html. 
 
 

 DUE: Journal 2, and Book Review (latter may be submitted earlier)  
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
MAY 
7T DUE:  REFLECTIVE ESSAY FOR FINAL EXAMINATION  
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
APPENDIX I.  GUIDELINES FOR EXERCISES 
 
 
JOURNAL 
  
 Regularly write one entry per week of at least one substantial paragraph (4-5 
sentences) identifying and summarizing plus reacting to 3-5 key points covered during 
that period in the class discussions, readings, and films. Through the journal entries 
you must prove that you are following and understanding the course material and 
faithfully doing the readings.  

 
Keep weekly entries in a single file and in chronological order from first to last 

with the dates clearly marked.  
 
The first journal is due March 5, while the second journal is due April 30.  Please 

send the journal as an email attachment to the instructor (sponsel@hawaii.edu) who 

http://www.gaiaeducation.net/
http://noetic.org/
http://www.metanexus.net/
http://www.sacaaa.org/
http://www.sssrweb.org/
http://www.energygrid.com/spirit/2009/01ap-spiritualecology.html
mailto:sponsel@hawaii.edu


will respond with some brief comments and the grade. Thereafter the instructor will 
delete the file as it is your personal intellectual diary in the course. But you should save 
the journal as part of your class notes for writing your reflective essay for the final 
examination.  Also, be sure to keep good class notes throughout the semester rather 
than rely on memory for specifics.    
  
 
BOOK REVIEW 
 
 The purpose of the book review is to allow you to explore in more depth some 
specific aspect of spiritual ecology that is of special interest to you. If you email the 
instructor with the religion, culture, region, issue, or other topic of special interest, then 
he can probably recommend an appropriate book. However, any book cited in the 
course syllabus or bibliography of the instructor’s book and the complementary website 
is likely to be appropriate. (For the latter see the file called New under Supplemental 
Information on the website http://spiritualecology.info). The book you select must be 
approved in advance before you read it and write the review. 
 
 Your review should provide a comprehensive summary of the book; identify the 
author’s main thesis along with the argument developed and the evidence marshaled to 
sustain it; critique the book; and relate the book to the subject of spiritual ecology in 
general and this course in particular.  
 
 The review should be about two to three pages typed single-spaced. It should be 
sent as an email attachment to the instructor (sponsel@hawaii.edu) with the subject 
identified as 444 Review and also posted on the Laulima course website identified with 
the title of the book for any other student who might be interested in reading it.  
  
 The review is due by April 30, but may be submitted beforehand which is most 
advisable.  
  
 
FINAL EXAMINATION 
 
 One or more letter grades will be subtracted from the final examination grade 
for failure to adhere to the following guidelines. 
 
 Your final essay should reflect on the entire course based on your experience in 
class, class notes, journals, readings, films, and other material. The primary matter to 
consider is the meaning, significance, achievements, potentials, and limitations of 
spiritual ecology.   
 

http://spiritualecology.info/
mailto:sponsel@hawaii.edu


Your essay should be clear and concise but substantial and penetrating. Go 
beyond generalizations to specifics including particular examples. Your essay should 
be limited to four pages typed single-spaced. Include introductory and concluding 
paragraphs. Explicitly identify by number 3-5 main points.  Instead of quotes use 
paraphrasing, don’t waste space.  Use the spelling and grammar check on your 
computer to try to catch any errors in the final draft of your essay, although the grade 
will be based slolely on the quality and relevance of the content. 
 
 Ultimately your essay must be the product of your own individual scholarship 
and creativity. Any plagiarism will be rewarded with an automatic F for the final 
course grade and reported to the office of the Dean. However, you are most welcome to 
consult with any individual as well as any print and internet resources, although 
covering the required readings for the course is by far the most important.  Just be 
careful to properly acknowledge any source for specific information, ideas, and the 
like.  Also, be sure to include your own insights, comments, reactions, questions, and 
criticisms. 
 
 Be careful to cite your course textbook and other sources including lectures, 
videos, case studies, websites, class discussions, and handouts.  In each reading citation 
include the author and page (e.g., Gottlieb p. 60, or Gottlieb pp. 65-70). Other kinds of 
sources can be documented as follows: (lecture Jan. 17), (class discussion Feb. 19), 
(video title), or (personal communication with Albert Einstein). It is not necessary to 
append a bibliography with the full citation of sources if they are already in the course 
syllabus or textbook.  
 
 The purpose of the essay is to: (1) convincingly demonstrate your familiarity 
with the course material; (2) present a critical analysis of it; and (3) discuss your own 
reactions to it.  Your grade will be based on this purpose plus satisfying the above 
guidelines and the grading criteria and course objectives listed earlier in the syllabus. 
 
 The final examination is due May 7.  Send it as an email attachment to the 
instructor with the subject identified as 444 Final at sponsel@hawaii.edu. 
 
 
 
APPENDIX II.  RESOURCES 
 
 Any of these six books would provide very useful background for the entire 
course: 
 
Gottlieb, Roger S., 2012, Spirituality: What It Is and Why It Matters, New York, NY: 
Oxford University Press. 

mailto:sponsel@hawaii.edu


 
Kaza, Stephanie, 2008, Mindfully Green: A Personal and Spiritual Guide to Whole 
Earth Thinking, Boston, MA: Shambhala Publications, Inc. 
(http://www.uvm.edu/~skaza). 
 
Kinsley, David, 1995, Ecology and Religion: Ecological Spirituality in Cross-Cultural 
Perspective, Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice Hall, Inc.  [This is the first textbook on 
spiritual ecology and it remains most useful].  GF 80 .K54 1995  
 
Maathai, Wangari, 2010, Replenishing the Earth: Spiritual Values for Healing 
Ourselves and the World, New York, NY: Doubleday. 
 
McGrath, Alister, 2003, The Reenchantment of Nature: The Denial of Religion and the 
Ecological Crisis, New York, NY: Doubleday/Galilee   BT 695.5 .M444 2002 
(http://users.ox.ac.uk/~mcgrath). 
 
Tucker, Mary Evelyn, with Judith A. Berling, 2003, Worldly Wonder: Religions Enter 
Their Ecological Phase, La Salle, IL: Open Court  BL 65 .N35 T38 2003 
(http://fore.research.yale.edu, http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=15v6f2moleE,  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BG0bQ3SwDI8). 
 
 These are especially useful reference works: 
 
Bauman, Whitney A., Richard R, Bohannon II, and Kevin J. O`Brien, eds., 2011, 
Grounding Religion: A Field Guide to the Study of Religion and Ecology, New York, 
NY: Routledge.   
 
Gottlieb, Roger S., ed., 2006, The Oxford Handbook of Religion and Ecology, New 
York, NY: Oxford University Press.  Ref. BL 65 .E36 O94 2006 
 
Taylor, Bron, Editor-in-Chief, 2005, Encyclopedia of Religion and Nature, New York, 
NY: Continuum, Volumes 1-2 (http://www.religionandnature.com). Ref. BL 65 .N35 
E53 2005 
 
 When presenting a class discussion of a particular religion in relation to ecology 
it is useful to consult other sources such as a relevant book below from the Harvard 
University Press series on Religion and Ecology: 
 
Chapple, Christopher Key, ed., 2002, Jainism and Ecology: Nonviolence in the Web of 
Life. BL 1375 .H85 J35 2002 
 
Chapple, Christopher Key, and Mary Evelyn Tucker, eds., 2000, Hinduism and 

http://www.uvm.edu/~skaza
http://users.ox.ac.uk/~mcgrath
http://fore.research.yale.edu/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=15v6f2moleE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BG0bQ3SwDI8
http://www.religionandnature.com/


Ecology: The Intersection of Earth, Sky, and Water. 
BL 1215 .N34 H56 2000 
 
Foltz, Richard, Frederick Denny, and Azizan Baharuddin, eds., 2003, Islam and 
Ecology.  BP 190.5 .N38 I85 2003 
 
Girardot, N.J., James Miller, and Liu Xiaogan, eds., 2001, Daoism and Ecology: Ways 
Within a Cosmic Landscape.  BL 1923 .D36 2001  
 
Grim, John A., ed., 2001, Indigenous Traditions and Ecology: The Interbeing of 
Cosmology and Community.  GN 470.2 .I53 2001 
 
Hessel, Dieter T., and Rosemary Radford Ruether, eds., 2000, Christianity and 
Ecology: Seeking the Well-Being of Earth and Humans.  BT 695.5 C49 2000 
 
Tirosh-Samuelson, Hava, ed., 2002, Judaism and Ecology: Created World and 
Revealed Word.  BM 538 .H85 J85 2002 
 
Tucker, Mary Evelyn, and Duncan Ryuken Williams, eds., 1997, Buddhism and 
Ecology: The Interconnection of Dharma and Deeds. 
BQ 4570 .E23 B83 1997 
 
Tucker, Mary Evelyn, and John Berthrong, eds., 1998, Confucianism and Ecology: The 
Interrelation of Heaven, Earth, and Human. B127 .C65 C64 1998 
 
The website of the Forum on Religion and Ecology (FORE) at Yale University includes 
a brief summary for each “world religion” in relation to ecology as well as a wealth of 
other information:  http://fore.research.yale.edu.  Also see the website of Bron Taylor at 
the University of Florida: http://www.brontaylor.com. 
 
 The periodicals Worldviews: Environment, Culture, Religion (BL 65 .N35 
W675, www.brill.nl, http://micro189.lib3.hawaii.edu/ezproxy/details.php?dbId=37832) 
and Journal for the Study of Religion, Nature and Culture 
(http://www.equinoxpub.com) have many relevant articles. Yet another useful source is 
the special issue “Nature As Thou” in the periodical CrossCurrents for Summer 1994 
at: http://www.crosscurrents.org/nature.htm.  
 
 The instructor’s book Spiritual Ecology: A Quiet Revolution includes an 
unusually extensive bibliography that lists films and websites as well as print 
publications. The complementary website for the book contains a wealth of 
information; see especially the section “Supplemental Information” including the 
topically arranged “Resource Guide” in the 2010 course syllabus: 

http://fore.research.yale.edu/
http://www.brontaylor.com/
http://www.brill.nl/
http://micro189.lib3.hawaii.edu/ezproxy/details.php?dbId=37832
http://www.equinoxpub.com/
http://www.crosscurrents.org/nature.htm


http://www.spiritualecology.info.  
 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 APPENDIX III.  TOPICS AT A GLANCE 
 
ORIENTATION 
Introduction 
Julia saving redwood 
Maathai planting trees 
Spiritual ecology overview 
 
PIONEERS 
Spirit and nature 
Indigenous peoples 
Buddhism and nature 
St. Francis 
Thoreau at Walden 
Muir’s cathedral 
Leopold’s land ethic 
 
ENVIRONMENTALISMS 
Radical environmentalism 
Religious environmentalism 
Mountaintop removal in Appalachia 
Ecopoet Merwin 
Ecopoet Snyder 
 
SPIRITUALITY AND RITUAL 
Sea 
Animal blessing 
Burning Man 
 
ACADEMICS 
Berry 
Journey of the Universe 
Growth and development 
 

http://www.spiritualecology.info/


ISSUES 
Terrapolitian earth religion 
Avatar 
Mauna Kea 
Earth pilgrims in Andes 
Ecopsychology 
Great Turning 
Ganges 
Difficulties 
 
 
 
 
 
  


