
“Advancing Nonviolence and Social Transformation provides an invaluable contribution 
in making the case for a better world and a nonviolent future. By drawing together 
thinkers and doers across a wide range of disciplines, Heather Eaton and Lauren 
Michelle Levesque have created a solid analysis for social change.”

Elizabeth May, Leader, Green Party Canada

“Active nonviolence is the basis for the culture of peace now struggling to replace the 
old culture of war. Here is a studious, penetrating examination of the many sides of 
nonviolence. Students and civil society activists will benefit from this book.”

The Honourable Douglas Roche, former Canadian Senator  
and Ambassador for Disarmament

“Nonviolence is the most important—and most neglected—path forward for humanity, 
and this breathtaking new collection offers many new insights into the way of 
nonviolence for our troubled world. I hope many will read it, discuss it, and share it 
widely so that together we can ‘advance nonviolence’ for positive social transformation 
for justice, disarmament and peace. We can all become nonviolent. We can all work 
for a more nonviolent world. We can all join the global grassroots movement for a new 
future of nonviolence. This wise book is a gift that can help us with the task ahead.”

John Dear, activist, author, and Nobel Peace Prize Nominee

Nonviolence is emerging as a topic of great interest in activist, academic and community 
settings. In particular, nonviolence is being recognized as a necessary component 
of constructive and sustainable social change. This book brings new perspectives 
on nonviolence to specific social, political, ecological and spiritual issues. Through 
expanding nonviolent theories in relation to social resistance, religion, ecology, gender, 
the arts and education, it allows specialists and nonspecialists to see the importance 
and growing relevance of nonviolence for social transformation.

Advancing Nonviolence and Social Transformation is organized into five sections. 
The first is a set of essays on various historical and contemporary perspectives on 
nonviolence. The second section explores philosophical and theoretical aspects of 
the topic. The third and fourth sections expand the scope of nonviolence into diverse 
areas of thought and action, including Indigenous resistance, student protests, human 
trafficking, intimate partner violence, animal rights and ecological issues. The final 
section takes nonviolence into the study of wonder, music, education and hope.

Advancing Nonviolence and Social Transformation will be useful to anyone working in 
the theories and practices of social change.
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